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as arc, the goldfields with regard to the min-
ing industry. These are pinprieks causing us
grave trouble. The motion, whilst it will not
perhaps have ally effect on the matter, must
be an instruction to the Government thait the
country people, particularly, are not satisfied
with the hours allocated at the present time.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
11. Kitson--West) [12.16]: 1 move--

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed by the President.

Question put and passed.

H7onse aidjoun ed at 12.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER1 took the Chair at 11.0
a.m., and read prayers.

NOTICE PAPERS.

Thle Speaker calledI on Question 'No. 1.
Mr. SEWARD: I point out that copies

of the notice p~aper have not been distribu-
ted.

'Mr. SPEAKER : There has been a break-
dIown at the printing works, so I have been
informed, huat the notic papers will arrive
in a few mlinutes.

The PREIER : Could not wre poctj"'ize
for the tine being the questioiss of which
notice has been given?!

The Minister for Land,: It will be very
dithicult to follow them otherwise.

MrIt. S PEAKER: In the unusual ciream-
stances, I ishall call oin questions with notice
at a later stage ol' the sitting. I llidOrst;Illd

that somei membllers desire to ask juvsdions
without notice. These Ila3' he taken noi w,

QUESTION-DEFENCE.

Midlanad Jupt nimi Wlork.,hops A uncit.

lion. W. 1). JOHNSON (without nostice)
asked the premier: Will he inquire whetlier
the informationi gi vens to the IHouse ii' re-
garde to the seliou OuS li imen t ofita11111114ifl s

prodluctioin at the annlexe at tile Miihlaii(
Jlunction workshops iiZIs not pub1) lisl lie-
cuause of t he in di feren ic of the 5jv,, ori the14
activity of the censor.

The P'REMI[ER rep lied : The lildtttl [Iaq

neve been o ffliilly birou~ght uSnduer my
not ice.

QUESTIONS (3)-CIVIL DEFENCE.

AS to Lighring Rextrictions.

Mr. SEWARD (withut notice) asked the
Minister for Mlines: 1. Is it intended to re-
place the regulations dealing with lighting
restrictions during browvn-out and black-out
periods, disallowed recently by the Legisla-
tive Council, by regulations to lbe enacted
tinder National Seeurity Regulations? 2,
If so, will such action prevent this Parlia-
menit from reviewing ani, if thought neefs-
sary, disallowing all or any of* those regaln-
tionsq 3, If so, does the Government approve
of such action?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The lighting restrictiouns were originahlly im-
posed at the reque-t of the Commonwcalth
military authorities. On the disallowance
of the reguilations, the mllitar~y nuthorities%
were notified of the position and it wa- left
to them to institnte sucth action a., was eon-
.sidered necessary for the -security of the

Stat. Wht tis action ilil he has not yet
been determined.

Ron. W. D). JOHNSON (without notice)
asked the 'Minister for Mines: Further to
that question, is the Government cntinuinia
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negotiations with the military authorities,
with a viewv to getting a speedly decision ill
regard to this mnatter V

Trhe iNIST ER FOR M.INES replied:

M1r. J. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the M1inister for Mfines: According to Pre,s
reports the Prime Minister statted recently
that he had referred tlt' matter Of,
the orgaitisatiomi of civil defence to
the( Prlemiers of the various States,
Has the (Iovernmnent given considera-
tion to the question of organising
the members of the community, apart from
those in the Servicesq, for A.ILP. work?

The MINISTEl? FOR M1INES replied:
I poresumec the question refers to conscript-
ing all those persons between the ag-es of
IS aind 60 wiho are not; working- ill any' other
sphere of defence. At the confurenice held
in Melbonirne recently, this matter was
brought forward fur an expression of opinioni
by the delegates from eachl State, and thie
proposal was referred back to the Depart-
inezit of Home Security.

QUESTION-TROLLEY BUSES.
III. NO\RTH1- (without notice) asked the

Minlisler for Railways: Have' the trolley bus
'-hasszis that were onl order arrived fromn
oversea, and how soon does lie think the
neVw bulses call hie put into service?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The chassis hare arrived; they have
been here about a fortnight. They hare been
conveyed to the lidland Junction work-
shops, and the buses will be construceted and
put into service as soon as pos9sible.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS.

.Is to (Carlbd' (ros.imaq Safety Liqht.

M.Ir. RAPHAEL1 (without notice) asked
the Mfinliter for Uniwas.,: Have the saIfetv
li-hts, which were ordered for the Carlisle
railway crossing .12 mionths ago for use
during the hlnek'-ont period, been supplied
and whien will they lie installed?

The MTNTSTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
Plied : .So far as8 I know, the matter is still,
uinder consideration.

MOTION-STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

EON. C. G. LATHAMI (York) [11.7]:; I
Mov e-

That Standinig Order 211 be suspended to
enable a motion dealing with thle question of'
thme release of manpower for the purpose of
assisting the farming industry to be mnved
at this sitting.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the
mnotion, be agreed to.

MUr. Raphael: No!
Mr. SPEAKER: Then I niust divide ther

Honse. Ring the bells!
Mr. Raphael: Why specifyA the farmning-

industry only? Why not include everything?
Bell1s rung.
'Mr. SPEAKER :. I amn satisfied that there.

is :13] absolute nmjority of members in far-
our of the Ayes. I, therefore, call oft the
division anld declare the quiestionl Pas.i'd.

Question thlus passeod.

NOTICE PAPERS.

MR. SPEAKER: The notice papers hav-
ing uiow arrived, I will take questions before
the Leader of the Opp~osition proceeds with
his motion.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURE.

As to Whea~t arnd Wool Growing, etc.

Mr. BE4RRY asked the Minister for Agri-
ulture : 1, Are the necessary steps lheing
I alen to tiirmiliti, ;I compr)Lehensive agricul-
tural policy to obviate the risk of at gvine-
n~il foodl shortage Inl the fulture? 2. Are,
I here sufficient stocks of superphosphante to
rover adeqiuate farming operations for thme
enIsuinig season1, 1943-44? 3, T.s restrictiont of
wheat production to continue in this Slmte?
4, Will the Glovernment immnedliately inforat
;vheiAtzowers, vonceringil the areas, to lie
t;Lllowed inl the coming months for the 1M43-
44 -season's cropping needs? 6, What price
is to be paid p)er bushel for this season's
harvest? 6, What arrangemients have heels
finalised for the Ilavinent of eompensatioir
For areas not cropped because of restriction-
ais applied to Western Australia? 7, Doc*i
hie believe that a cropping area of less than
200 acres ean be mnacle sufficiently profita9ble
io allowv the wheatgrower to meet his gene-
u-al obligations? 8, Is there any moratorium
protection for farmters who cannot nu',-t
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-their obligations bevause of legisla1tive action
by rhm Governmenit or because of the exigen-
tcies of this war? 9, Arc the wheat-rower and
small wootgrower considered to be engaged]
in an essential war service? 10, If the
answ*'r to (P) is in the affirmative, can he
informt the House why certain financial in-
stitut ions-- are allowedi to evict farmers as
in the ease of Mclnites Bros., and Ryan of
Kiuln ?

The- MINiSTER FOR AGRICUL-
7VRE replied: 1, Agricultural plans are
*eonztantl 'v laid and varying demands affect
plans a11d policy' from time to time. 2, The
Supplies of superphosphate in Australia
available for next year arc the subject of
inquiry between States and Commonwealth.
,Nothing ca he anticipated, as; requested,
for the season following. .3, The future
-restriction of wheat production depends to
someit extent Ont tile outcome, of negotiations,
niow proceeding between the Commonwealth
and other major wlm at export countries.
4, 1943-44 cropping needs cannot be antiei-
pated at this stage. 5, I have no official in-
foration of' any variation from last Year.
G. This matter is at present the subject of
coniiinin 11ication between State and Commnon-
wealth. 7, This to a large extent depends
n1 llt, seit'ler himself and onl his complete

acetivities as affected b 'y reduced acreage. T
.ain vontinuing, firmldy to request a reason-
;able, basis for compensation for the area put
out of production. 8, 1 do not know of any-
general: inoratoriumn. 9, This is a matter foil
,dclerinination by' the appropriaite iiitaryv
an, Inanlpower aiuthorities. 10, No, unle's
it i-, that appropriate leg-al procedure has14
Ibet ki adopted.

QUESTION-RUBBER SUPPLIES.

lHon. C. 0. LATHAM asked the 'Minister-
for Agrieniture: 1, Is he aware that experi-
inents in the cultivation of the desert shrub
kno1WO as OUaynle (pronounced y-you-lee),
,which produces up to 30 per cent. rubber,
chemtically identical with tree rubber, has
proved successful on marginal lands of
10-inch rainfall in California, and that
U.S.A. Congress has voted 25 million dol-
jars to finance the planting of 45,000 acres
or that shrub to create a domestic enter-
gencyv supply of rubber? 2., Will he take
steps to have the cultivation and treatment
onf this plant investigated to ascertain if
the State's inarginal land can he utilised

for its product ion, and, if when grown, tile
rulbber content can be economnically extracted
in Australia so that we may be less reliant
on foreign rubber to meet our urgent re-
qtiiremnitts 9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, It is known that large areas of
laud in California are planted with the
shrub referred to, which belongs to the Aster
species and front which it is intended to
p roduce rubber. Since the loss of Malaya
efforts are being made to increase the area
by 75,000 acres. 2, We have supplies of
seed onl the way but experiments previously
conducted were not very hopeful. For ex-
ample, at MurIesk Agricultural College of
24 specimens planted less than half sur-
vived the first summer although the ground
was cultivated around them, At the end of
four years, only one plant survived. At
Mferredin Research Station, although the
ground was kept well mulched, only a few
plants surviv-ed the first summer and all
had (lied by the end of three years. The
plant is usnally considered mature at four
Yer of age but under emergency condi-

tin tmay be cut at an earlier stage, al-
though the yield of latex would be less.

While on this subject I desire to informn
the Lender of the Opposition and other
members who are interested that I intend
to mnake a public statement on the subject
of latex-yielding plants. The particular
plant mentioned in the question has as its
only habitat a very small area in America
from 4,000 to 7,000 ft. above sea level. It
is confined to richly charged limiestone soil.
As many different opinions are held on this
matter, I will make the statement as soon
as I can.

QUESTIONS (2) -TAXATION.

As to Produvction of ,tssessmneots.

H1on. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Onl Tuesday, the 12th
inst., did I personally informn himi that the
certifying officer under the group taxation
scheme at Midland Junction workshops re-
qluires from employees at the workshops
presentation of tax assessmlents before giv-
ing certificates of tax jmid? 2, Will he then
give instructions that this practice is to
veasep on the ground that the individual tax-
p)ayer's asqssment is a confident iaml doeni-
Ment?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, Group certificates will be
issued to all employees of the department
who have not sent in their assessment notices
by the 16th instant.

Deductions for Donations.

H1on. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
mier: Will the Government consider amend-
ing. the Income Tax Assessment Act to pro-
vide that donations to funds raised for the
relief of the Mercantile Marine should be
an allowable deductioti in the same way as
contributions to naval, rdlitary, and air
forces?~

The PREMIER replied:- This w~ill be con-
sidered in due course.

QUESTIONS (3)-RAILWAYS.

A-s to Concession Fares- to Conference
Delegates.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have railway concession fares,
usually granted to delegates attending con-
ferences, been suspended? 2, If the answer
to (1) is in the affirmative, can he state-(a)
the reason for such action at a time when
road transport is almost impossible and the
railways have a virtual monopoly of pas-
senger traffic; and (b) will he give imme-
diate instructions to the department to lift
the suspenlsioni and grant the concession
fares on the usual conditions?

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2 (a), The desirability stress-
ed by the War Cabinet of curtailing travel
during the present emergency. (b) No.

M1idland Junction Workshops.
Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways: Having regard to the fact that there
is generally insufticient work at the Midland
Junction annexe to keep the men there fully
employed, will he investigate the desirability
of the return to the W.A.G.R. of those boiler-
makers and others who were previously in
the employ of that department, so that the
highly necessary repairs to engines and
rolling stock generally mtay be attended to
without further delay?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: It it; the practice during slaekness in
the annexe , whilst awaiting supplies of
materials, for surplus employees to be
utilised elsewhere in the workshops.

Fires Cau~sed by Engine Sparks.

Mr. MeN~LARTY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the Commissioner for
Railways given any consideration to pro-
posals, whereby farmers who have suffered
loss, as the rebult of tiresi caused by sparks
front railway engines, should receive fair
eonipensation? 2, If the answer is yes, what
aire the prolposail

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, A scheme of compulsory
lire insurance (broadly similar to the Pro-
perty War Damage Scheme) to be financed
by a levy on land in "dangerous" proximity
to a railway and with a financial contribu-
lion from the Railway Department.

QUESTION-MEAT.

lVi. Meat E'xport Comnyujs Wlorks.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it a fact that the Govern-
ment has taken over the W.A. Meat Export
Coy., Ltd.? 2, If so, what reason actuated
the Government in so doing? 3, What
aitnoirnt of mione~y has been or is to be paid to
the eompaiiy? 4, ])ocs the Government pro-
pose to carry on the works as a Covcrn~tcnt
activity or not?1 5, If it is proposed to carr
ont the works will it be ats a separate entity
as in the past, or will an amalgamation of
the works9 with the ahattoirs and cold stor-
age at Midland Junction be effected?

The INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE,
replied: 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, The Government
has been approached by the directors of the
WY.A. Meat Export Companly aiid negotia-
tions arc proceeding.

QUESTION-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT.

As to Drought Relief.

2Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, In view of the disallowance of the
regulations uinder the Industries Assistance
Act (re Drought Relief), is it the intention
of the Glovernment now to make drought
relief loan moneys repayable by farmers on
terms and conditions the same as those
granted to the State by the Federal Gov-
ernment? 2, If this is not done, will not
farmers in some eases be deprived of the
use of money at 1 / per cent, or thereabouts
and unable to use their annual proceeds
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(now taken in repayment of drought relief)
in reduction of indebtedness at 5 per cent.
or more?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Regulations previously disallowed made
provision for continuing the advances to
farmers at the rate of interest being paid
by the State with repayments where neces-
sary to be spread over a number of years.
2, Contintuing to disallow reasonable regu-
lations will deprive farmers of the use of
money at 11/ per cent. or thereabouts.

QUESTION-WOOL.
As t0 Increase of Price.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Was his attention drawn to a
statement made by the Federal Minister for
Commerce as to an increased price for Aus-
tralian wool, and recently published in the
Press? 2, Has his department token any
steps to provide data and estimates show-
ing increased cost of production of wool
in Western Australia since September, 19399
3, If so, what figure per pound represents
the result of inquiries? 4, If no estimates
have been made, is it intended to make them
an'l suliply the result to the Federal M1inis-
ter?.

The M1INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 2, 3, and 4, A statement was
made by the Minister for Conunerce (Hon.
IV. J1. Scully) on 30th April that the Fed-
eral Glovernment had decided to ask the Bri-
tish Government, because of added costs, to
review the price being paid for Australian
wool. The matter is heing reviewed in an
Australia-wide sense hut farmers' costs are
so complicated and involved that it is diffi-
cult to have items segregated which have a
particular bearing on the cost of wool pro-
duced by farmers. Where wool is grown in
conjunction with other agricultural activi-
ties, owing to the inter-relation of the
various factors involved in production, it
is difficult to arrive at an accurate deter-
mination covering the cost of any one pro-
duct such as wool.

QUESTION-FARMINGINDUSTRY.

As to Release of Manpower.

Mr, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Has he yet appointed an
appeal authority (of which an officer of his;

department wouild be a member) to deal with
applications from personnel for release
from military duties in order to performi
seeding operations to be carried out on
farina? 2, As delays still take place in
seenring the release of suebi personnel, will
hie endeavour to expedite the dealing with
any applications that are made?7

The MINISTER FOR AGRI CULTURE1F
replied: 1 and 2, 'No. But we are endeavour-
ing to have the necessary liaison established.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL BANK.

As to Sustenance to Farmers.

M1r. KELLY asked the M1inister for Agri-
cultuire: 1, Why are farmers who hove
handed their total wheat proceeds to the
Agricultural Banik, and. who are in receipt
of sustenance, being so seriously hampered
by the Agricultural Banik, through late pay-
ment of am onthly sustenance allowances?
2, 'Why was payment of sustenance, due to
farmers in the Yilg-arn area, in the months
of January and February, not received by
them until 23rd MNarch? 3, Is there any
reason why 'March and April sustenance to
farmers still remains unpaid? 4, Will lie
take steps to have sustenance allowances
paid in advance or give a good reason why
this method of dealing with farmers' sus-
tenance could not be applied 9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 2, 3, and 4, Under special arrange-
ments sustenance advances are made durin1g
January and February pending receipt of
annual review statement from the farmer,
but temporarily withheld in a few eases un-
til the settler's position is examined.

MOTION-FARMING AND PASTORAL
INDUSTRIES.

As o anpowering of Workers.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [11.18]:-
T move-

That in view of the fact that protracted
nkegotiations by the Minister for Agriculture
and members have failed to secure the release
of personnel fromn Military Forces to enable
seasonal operations in connection with farming
to he carried out, this House requests the
Premier immnediately to take up with the
Prime Minister, as Minister for Defence, the
miatter of thme inmmediate release of personnel
require(] to ensure the carrying on of farming
operations, and thme formation of an appeal



[14 MAr, 1942.] 32

board consisting of one member representing
the Military rorces and one the farming
industry.

Hon. W. D. Johnson; What is the appeal
board for? You do not say.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: If the bon. mem-
ber will give me an opportunity I will do so.

Hion. WV. D. Johnson: It should be set
out in your motion.

Hon. C. G. LATH1AM:R It can be added, if
the hon. member desires. I am sorry he is
so impatient. If the hion. member had any
knowledge of farming, he would know why
this motion is brought forward. For a, long
time farmers have been exercised in their
minds about getting suticient labour to en-
sure the carrying on qI their operations. I
regret to say that, in my opinion, the mili-
tary authorities are so wrapped up in their.
own professional duties that they fail to
see another side to the conditions in Aus-
tralia, namely, civilian life. It should be
pointed out to the military authorities that,
after all, they cannot prosecute the war sue-
eessIfuIly withut the assistance of the civilian
population, which must be allowed to carry
on its industries to feed and clothe members
of the military forces and provide necessary
finance for the war. If they hear that fact
in mind, I feel sure they will appreciate
that requests made to them arc not made for
the purpose of harassing them, hut rather
for the purpose of assisting the war effort.
Unfortunately, there has been recently set
up iii this State two authorities, the Man-
power Department, and a sub-department of
that department in this State. Power has
been delegated to the sub-department to en-
able it to deal with such applications as are
made before a soldier is attested, that is,
before be is sworn in and becomes a soldier-

It has been brought uinder our notice by
reliable authorities-they are farmers-that
appeals have been lodged in respect of
farmers' only sons or only employees who
have been called up. We are told that the
manpower officer takes the applications,
which are sworn declarations, but that some
of them, although lodged as long ago as
.January of this year, have not yet been
dealt with. The result is that these applica-
tions have either been pigeon-holed or last,
and the son or employee has been called up
.And become a soldier. A different procedure
then takes place. The manpower officer, who
is a, eivi! authority. has power to deal with
arnplications made prior to the man being

attested. Hle also deals with hardship cases.
That is where an application is made by an
individual who is running at one-man busi-
ness. Hie has to make application to the
court, through the Clerk of Courts. That
is a power delegated from the civil authority
to the courts. They also deal with the con-
scientious objectors. That is as far as I
know, the whole of the control delegated to
tile civil authority and exercised by it.

I prps to deal with this aspect first
aud then with the military side. In the first
place the persons making the applications
arc called tip on a certain date and medically
examined, and they then lodge their applica-
tions. Often they aire told that they have
110 chance of beiug exempted, although uinder
the policy laid down by the Commionwealth
Government, if I interpret it correctly,' it was
never intended to deplete the wrhole of the
mnpower cnaged in farming operaltionis.
It was intended that adequate nianp~ower
shoulid be available. Those manpower olers
who ore actinz on behalf of thle deputy inin-
power officer in this State say that the regu-
lations provide that only one mian slitill be
released for this purpose. A market gar-
dener may only have five or 10 acres of
land. He is entitled to one assistant, but the
content ion is that if he has 5,000 or 10,000
aeres he is still only entitled to one man.
It is ridiculous to suggest that any business
can bp carried oli in that way. On it North-
West station it is necessary to have four or
five boundary riders. It only requires a
certain amount of commonsense to read into
these regulations what was intended. On a
farm Of two Or three thousand acres it may
quite easily take twvo or three mcei to -water
and feed the sheep, besides doing other work
around the place.

1 draw the attention of the House to the
fact that ait the present time vegetables are
extremely scarce and expensive, and so0 are
eggs, and poultry. They are veiy difficult
to obtain.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And always hare been
at this time of the year.

Hon. 0. 0. LATHAM: No. I have Nved
here for .30 years and it is the first time
that I have enitered a shop and asked for a
dozen egzsg and been informed that I could
Only get three. Even -when we were import-
ig eggs from the Eastern States, there al-

ways seemed to be a supply.
Mr. F. C. L. Smith: We cannot import

them from the Eastern States now.
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lon. C. G. LATHAM: I was in the hon.
member's district a little While ago and asked
for eggs and bacon and was told that there
were no eggs. At lKalgoorlie there is anl
extreme shortage of e-gs. At the present
time We have a large number of confreres
fromn oversca assisting Us in the gigantic
strug,l in which we are engaged-I refer
to our American cousins. We have a per-
fect right to feed them as well as they do-
sire to be fed, anti we canl only do that 11y
cpredlueiug the foodstuffs. We cannot ium-
port them and even if there were a surplus
in the Eastern States we could not get it
,here, as the member for Ilrownhill-Ivanhoe
('.%r. F.' C. L. Smlith) explained. It is io-
possiible. We have to see that th1w foodstiiffs,
art' maintained. The only way we panh dto
that is to release sullit'jeut lab~our forl tilt
purpose. The production of eggsi, poultry
and vegetables requires a consitleralbla
amnount of lalbour, and( it is essential tihat
we should have iL.

I do not suggest that a man who desires
to evade hisq responsibili ties as at soldier
should be permitted to get exemption merely'
by asking for it. It is for that reason that
I wish to see the safeguard I have mien-
tioned in my motion. That is important.
There will be members in the House who
will say it does not matter if we do not
go on producing wcheat. But, after all, wre
have an important agricultural industry here
in wheat production and while, at the pre-
sent moment, I admit we have difficulty in
exportiur that wheat, that is not to
-,ny there is not a market for it.

The Premier; Our farmers are like thle
golilminers-we dIO not utilise their voinl-
mod ity.

Hon, C. G. tAT HAM: It is no good
going out of production of whetat and other
cereals and turning the farms into pas-
tures. That cannot he done. If the land is
not turned up every three or four years, thep
pastures soon deteriorate, We must tickle
the soil, and that requires labour. In addli-
tion, it is neee-4snry for us to go onl produc-
ing wheat. We must have a continuous;
-supply of wheat for our own people, and
-%vhpn this war has ceas;ed we Will have
something that will he a valuable asset, be-
caluse the world today is hard up for grain.
We will get a ready sale for it.

T ain not concerned only with that aspect.
A muech more important one is the shear-
ing. There is a great demnijd for wool.

At the p~reset t Un America is requesting a
big- supply of it, and We shoRlt allow that
country to get it from the Commonwealth
iii return tar thle very grent services being
rendered.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Without selling it
through Bradford ?

lion. C. (G. I4ATHAM;. I do not know
about that. i. do know that we have an
agreemnent between Australia Mnd Il( he Ta-
peiial Government to purchase the whale of
the clip. Jia.t now a further agreement is
being considered, If the wool is sold at any
time to any other country' , thle Australian
producer wvould share fifty' -fifty with the
[inperial G'overnmnt. 1 tlo not know What
woIuld be thle position if that aj-'reemnenlt hadt
not been ettereti into. I ant miot, however,
interested in that side of thme matter. I want
to request the Premier, ilirouigh y ou., Mr.
Speaker, to approach the Military Authori-
ties and ask them to get ouit a nomninal roll
of the shearers in their uinits. We would
thien I"c able to o'ganlise anid have our sher-
ing- done at thv rhit timie withouft delay.
Farmiers4 now are getting( so worried that
they are talkinz- of voinueneing to shear in
the miuddle of winiter. That is a
'erious Muatter h(leus the losses of shorn
sheep onl coltd nights will he heavy indeed.
Ave should avoid such losses if it is at all
possible. At the present time there is talk
about commencing shearing in Tune, which is
an unnatural periodl, and I view the proposal
with alarm.

The Mlinister for Works: Sonic experi-
ments were carried out, were they not*?

lHon. C. G. LATITAM: I think the niem-
her for Bevtrlcy (M1r. Mann) could expqlainl
to the Ilouie what took, place when shearing
was undertaken in his electorate durig
August. Ile can tell oif the dea~ths that
fal lowed.

The Premier : It is like groinwz out at night
-without any clothing onl.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is all right in
the North-West where it is possible to start
Thenringr early in the year.

Mr. Thorn: 'Nature providesi for that
the're.

The Premier;- It is like going out in the
cold night air in a bathing costume. That
is what shevaring in winter amounts to.

Hfon. C. C. T.ATHAM1: If the shearers who
are now in the military forces could be re-
leased. we could make use of their services
throughiont the countrY. Upon the adoption
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of my suggestion, I could offer to the Minis-
ter for Lands the organisation of the Psi-
niary Producers' Association which is avail-
able throughout the agricultural areas. Uf
that course were adopted, we could ensure
continuity of service by means of proper
organisation. That is what is necessary;
organisation, so that the shearing can be
continued throughout the districts. If we
worked from the north to the south, we would
be Able to get through the shearing with the
least number of men required and in the
shortest time. The whole business can be
easily organised if tile military authorities
will agree to the proposal.

There is another phase to which I shall
allude. I presume there is the necessity for
the inclusion of a hardship clause in the
National Security Regulations. I appreciate
the fact that a man who has a number of
dependants could easily be ruined if forced
to undertake military service under certain
conditions. I do not think we have yet
reached the stage when it is necessary to
ruin people by forcing them to render mili-
tary service.

Mr. Patrick: Magistrates have told men
that they should sell their businesses.

Hon. C. G. LATTIAM: Yes, I understand
that is so, but I do not wish to stress that
pha~e. I am prepared to leave that matter
in the hands of the magistrates. I wish to
say something about conscientious objectors.
To mn'y mind, it is rather extraordinary that
the prosecuting counsel in such cases is him-
self quite a young man. I think it would
have been better had an older man been
chosen to undertake the court work, for it
is rather peculiar for one young man to be
q1uestioned. by another young man as to what
he would do if the Japanese invaded Western
Auistralia. The prosecuting counsel in such
circumistances could very pertinentlly he
asked. "What would you do?" However,
I don not wish to raise that issue, but rather
to ask what it is intended to do with the
man who is n conscientious objector?9

Surely it is not fair to allow such a man
to return to his occupation in civil life while
another man is-I do not like to use the
word "ceonscripted," although that is really
the position. We all realise that today we
have not only conscription for service in the
Armed Forces but for labour battalions as
well. T do not think the word "conscription"
is the ideal one to use, and T would prefer
to refer to compualsory orgainised service. I

do not care much for conscription. How-
ever, I do not think conscientious objectors
should be permitted to carry on their busi-
nesses while others are required to render
service in the Armed Forces.

Mr. Warner: At any rate, they should not
be allowed to breed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMN: I hope something
will he done to make the services of con-
scientious objectors available in other direc-
tions that will have a, direct bearing on the
war effort.

The Premier: We could hand them over to
the Minister for Civil Defence.

Hon. C. G1. LATHAM: I think he has
enough worries as it is.

The Premier: But he could do with the
services of quite a large number of men.

Honi. C. G. LATHAMA: If that course were
adopted, I hope these conscientious objectors
will prove themselves to he better men
than they showed themselves to be in court.
Personally, I, cannot see how it is possible
to have conscientious objectors in our midst
ait a timie like the present. We are all in
the job, andr if not actively engaged on the
military side "we should be participants in
other p~hases of national service,

Now I propose to deal with the position
of in wrho have enlisted. Many young men
Aind thems-elves in the Army, although they
know very wvell that their services are
urgently required elsewhere. Under exist-
ing1 con~ditions, should such a an make an
application for release, his4 paper,;~ are
pigeonholid, lost, or perhaps thme military
authorities decide they' will take no cognis-
ane of his aipplication. Once a man jois
the military forces, lie has to send such an
ampplicamtion to his commanding- offhce, anjd
I find that after the application has beeni
submitted, a month or more elapses before
any rely ik received. We have discussed
this phiase with sonie senior omeiers in the
services, and I have pointed out to them
the position of sonic who have made applica-
lion and have received no acknowledgment.

For instance, in one case a man 70 years
of agre was the only miale left on a farm.
He wans unfortunate enough to injure his
only good eye, and he had to he sent to
Perth to receive the attention of an eye
,pecialist. The doctor gave him a certificate
s howing that hie would be unable to do any
work for a considerable time. That mnan
had to leave his stock and farm to the ten-
der mercies of a woman who was over 70
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years of age. His son made an application
for release, but he has not heard anything
about it from his commanding officer. We
ninst; remember that the military officers to
whom such applications have to be made are
ordinmarily untrained regarding agricultural
miatters. They are not interested to thle ex-
tent that ina tre who hare comte from the
rtual areas. I mtaintain that whevn att tp-

lwal of tile type I have mentioned is lodged,
it sIioiuld receive urgent consideration.

I could produce quite a number of io-
AInvues of applications having been inado

t4 oiiuiniaiidiug- offivers a mnonth or six weeks
atinl respiz'ct of whichl so far no replies

have bween received. As, I say', that is pro-
baibly due to the fact that miany Of tho.sa
a-sot'iittd with military work have no know-
ltdgi' ot the business side of farming. They,
do nt know what agricuiltural work actu-
ailly ieans. W~e know there aire many
peouple who have no practical kniowledge of

riiic tiltural or pastoral activities. I reuwein-
her time iustance of one ran who lpurthasedt
a M,;a lin nlthougrh he kunew notliing about
va.tora I work. Ile had the benefit of the
services of a "-cry good manager, who re-
I torteti pitigre.ss to him fromt time to time.

O,(li' ovenaMOn the mniager submitted a
i"Jittt i iidival ing that the ewes were lamb-
iii' lilt that thmere~ was no feed for them
aond lit did not quite know what course to
adopt. The owner of the property replied

gc'ligthat lit' should put off the lamb-
in-- fot' a while!

Thle Premier: Oh no!
1Iln. C. G. LATITAM: That is right.
Hon. N. Keenan: It is Perfectly true.
The Premier: People may Pitt off hanving

children for a while!
lion. C. 0. LATI-TAM: So they do, very

fi'equcnitly.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not think

that has anything to do with the question.
lion. C. O. LATHAMA: Quite so, Mr.

Speaker. When these applications are fur-
oished b 'y soldiers, they are dealt with by
at coiimm11nding officer who knows nothing
about farming operations. For instance, he
will probaly know nothing about the im-
poitauice of seeding. He will not realise
that the seeding period is very' brief.

The Minister for Agriculture: Did not
someouc suggest that we should breed from
wethers Y

Hon, C. fl. LATHAM: Posstibly so, but I
do know that onl one occasion a manl went

oin to at station looking for a job. Hle asked
if hie eonld bie employed on Iamb-miarking,
but he received the reply, "We have no
landis for marking, now. We have not yet
tipped the ewes." The man said, "Perhaps
YOU could g-ive me tile job of tipping thle
ewes!"' It is ail very difficuilt, anid I know
how easy it is for- those difficulties to bet
accentuated. lIf we do9 not seure the re-
lease of men at the appropriate time, thle
effort will lie rluite. futile. For inistance,
s eeding olpelation,6 cannot be held up. If
they are, theni, inisteati of the Mlinister' re-
ceivinlg pal -VLent fl'0111 Commo11nealth I-
veniuc Onl 22,000,0410? bushels of wheat, he
wrill r'sei i i etun nased onl a iuvh
-malici' ot puit. If tile wheat return falls.
hurt oft' le t'.t iinate, it will not he becau!-h

N'a re has 11 ( Vitbe kind, for tie season Iras
openied wo nderfutlly wvell. We know that
ofliters commianiding Units in the Array to-
day include profes-sional mien, such as law-
yers and, I believe, doctors. Such people
halve never been enigaged Sn agrricultural
activities. Whenl they receive applications
for release froin farmn hands under cirimif-
stances suchi ais those ] have indicated, they~
do not appreciate the iniportanee of the
claim..

If a1 liei'sor who itihlies for releaIse, tither
temporairy or permianent, is not satistied wvith
(lie reply lie receives, lie should be aile to

lodge a appeal. True, the Army regula-
tions provide that a man dissatisfied with the
decision of his comm111andin~g offier can ap-
pl to ai senior authorit : . We know. hotw-
ever,' that the seonior military authorities do
not like letting dlown commanding officers.
lit order to overcomne that diffitculty, and
to ensure that men wtill have confidence in
tile knowledge that their applications will
rcceive due consideration and that finality
will be reachled promptly, T suggest the crea-
tion of a board compriising1 a military officer
and a civilian who has a full] knowledge of
agricuiltural operations,. T am sure that
there are many retired farmers who would
be willing to serve voluntarily on such anl
appeal board. With a body so constituted,
the military, man would ha9ve the advantage
of the expert knowledge of the farmer, and
thus the board would be able to deal satis-
factorily with suck, applications.

The Minister for M1ines: Why a hoard of
two members only9

lon. C, O. LATHIAM: I think that would
be satisfactory.
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The Minister for Mines: What if the two
members disagreed?

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: In the event of a
disagreement presumably the man would
sitay in the Army. But I think the military
member of the board would be more likely
to accept the advice of the farmer on such
aI matter.

Mr, Raphael: Oh yeah!
lion. C. 0. LATHAMI: I do not think a

board of three would be required and, so
long as a representative of the farming comn-
inunity is on it, what I suggest should he

aisfctory. I appreciate the fact that the
inilitary authorities will lbe reluctant to
aigree to the establishment of an outside
body. Bitt if possible 1 would like to test
iWy proposal for a two-mian board to see if
it proves effective. 1 III]1 sure tile minlister
for Lands, could secuire thle -services of at
retired farmer who would be willing- to
.isA.it the military% authorities voluntarily in
the direction I have suggrested. I sincerely
hope flte House will mirree to mny motion, for
I assure mnembers it is very important. Last
week-end I1 was at York where quite a lot
of market gardening is lbeillg undertaken.
W henl r ppeale.1d to thle grower., to inlerease,
their lhrodlIctioln, titer' told me of their
p~rolblemls. They told tile lucy hadl to work
ve-ry' long hours every daly of thle wee~k, and
that eachl was ailready' tryingf to do the work
of twvo men. In eonsequicime, they felt that
there wouzld he a shortage of vegetables it
the future. There fire other diliculties as
trail. For instance, they cannot seure sup-
plies of fertiliser without importing them
from the Easternt states.

When those supplies come to hiand, the
mwa will hlave to work v-ery long hours, iii-
4ertl. ft we coutld secuire the release of some1
inm.q familiar with market gardeniing, our
production of vegetables Would be muchPT mnore
pcfive, and would he obtained at a mnuch.
lower cost than is possible under presetnt-day
conditions. As it is, both the military auth-
otities and the civil population are being.
deprived of the essential commodities. Oh-
viously civilians are quite -willing to make
all sacrifices possible so that the men iii
iiiinrtn may be wvell fed and clothed. We
inust face the fact that adequate supplies of
foodstuffs eanriot be forthcoingn, unless; the
ncessary labour is mnade available. It is
fultile fo the military authorities to think
that the nation can continue properly merely
oil the basis of the armed forces alone.

There is the otheri side to the national prob-
lem and that fact should be itupresed upon
the military authorities. We are anxious to
help them in every way, and 1 think that is
appreciated. In all probability the present
situation arises fromt a misunderstanding.

The Premier: What did Napoleon say
about an army !

21fr. Withers: That it marches onl its belly.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: We must get men
oat and set them to producing. I thank the
Plremier for the opportunity to ventilate this
matter. I hope an approach can be made
through the hon. gentleman to the Prime
Minister, who now carries the responsibility
of production and everything else.

MR. MANN (Beverler) [11.46]: In sup-
porting the motion I wish to state that in
my electorate there has been trouble as re-
gards manpower for some timue. When men
are called uip in a country town, a manpower
officer accompanies the military authorities
to assist in ma king selections. The man-
poe officer who visits Beverley, however,
has not the faintest idea who the men are
that conic up for selection, It may he said,
of course, that thle men have various jobs
and therefore represent manpower. For my
part I would suggest an honioraryi board of
three, including the chairman of the road
hoard and the local constable. They know
the circumstances of the various mcii, and
they would willingly assist. In my electorate
I know of a farmer who has four boys in

tie. (rmn tHe is now appealing for assist-
Mic. Ol fitother hand, there is another

fanner(Il with four sans, not one of whom has
jined the Armny. That position causes dis-
satisfation. It is asked why11 ShOUld
four young men join the Army- while four
others do not? I urge that a hoard of the
kitnd T have described should he established
ait o11cc in eavil country town. With three
responsible mien to adjudicate, no such ano-
maly should arise as I have described. The
hoard wvould be able to decide who should
he released.

Now as regards the auithorities in the met-
1olpolitain district 1 I have here a letter to a
man holding an itmportant position. He has
tn-a sons in the A nay, one htere and one in
the East. He has asked for one boy to he
released. Tlint hoY' went into camp i'olun-
tarily, not as a conscript. The release of
the son ia asked for so that he might
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manage the farm. The letter I have men-
tioned states, in reply to the application-

It is regretted that it is impossible to accede
to your recommendation for the release of the
abovenamed. The circumstances disclosed are
not exceptional and, if similar applications
were acceded to, army organisation and train-
ing in this State would be seriously affected.

That letter was written on the 27th April,
and the reply to it arrived yesterday. The
reply is signed by Mr. Stitfold. Authority
is divided between the Swan Barracks, Army
Corps, and Mr. Stitfold's department. There
seems neither rhyme nor reason for such
delays as occurred in this ease. As regards
the Great Southern district, there has been
practically no rain this year. From York to
Wagin the country is in a very bad wvay for
cropping. If a farmer there asks that a
man be released for work and a man is re-
leased for three weeks and no rain falls,
nothing can be done. The wvhole thing is
stupid. Farmers have large numbers of
cows and hecifers going to market because the
farmers cannot feed them. Thus the breed-
ing stock is being depleted.

Unquestionably our farmers have shown
themselves highly patriotic in joining the
AX.F-I am not referring to the Militia.
Many of the men on the land are simply
heartbroken. I know of one farmer who has
two sons and holds 6,060 acres of land. One
son decided to join the Ad-.F., and the other
son decided to carry on the farni. The first
son is marching up and down guarding some
buildings in Perth. A great many men who
at the present time are not worth a damn to
the country could he enlisted. I refer to the
raring anad trotting crowds. The conscien-
tious objector, again, is not worth a snap of
the fingers. The other day a man of that
description went to a dentist to have his
teeth pulled. He was talking to the dentist
and mentioned that lie would very much like
to help his country as he felt patriotic
although he could not take up arms. A nurse
asked, "Why not liena stretcher-bearer"? The
man replied, "Good gracious, woman, that
is the most dangerous job of all."

I know of the case of a fian 72 years
of age who has asked for his son to be
released]. T submitted the ease to Mr. Stit-
fold, suppoi-tintr the man's application. That
was a month ago, and I have not had a
word in reply as yet. I discussed the mat-
ter with the Leader of the Opposition. who
said that apinhieation should be made to
Colonel Hoad. I rang lip the colonel. He

stated that he did not know anything about
the matter and that we had better apply
to Mr. Stitfold. That shows great lack of
co-ordination. I will quote another ease to
enlighlten the House. This morning a man
came to see ine who has a shearing contract
of 40,006 sheep to start on the 10th June
at Perenjori. The work is to be done by
three men. rJhe contractor himself is past
military age, and hie asked for the release
of a man, one capable of shearing- 120 sheep
a day. Here is the reply he received-

Subject: Re WV.42902 Pte. Bartlett, O.R.
Ref. your application for leave for the above,
it is advised that as shearing dues not come
tinder the category of Essential Services, leave
cannot be approved.

That is signed by Capt. Burnett, Adjt.
11th Battalion. What is oute to make of
that? The effect of the reply is that shearing
is not considered to be essential!

Mr. Mlarshall: Are the far-mers having no
trouble iii the Eastern States9

.Ur , MANN: The wool has to come off.
I agree with the Leader of the Opposition
Ihat the idea of shearing (luring June and
July in the southeirn part of the State is en-
tirely wrong. An instan-ce of an August
sheairing happened sonic years ago. flue to
cold] 4,000 sheep died in the night. In the
open areas there are very cold blasts.

The Premier: Ho'v many sheep were
shorn when that loss occurredi

Mr. MANN: About 30.000.
Mr. .ashall: Wet sheep cannot be

shorn.
Mr. MANN: No. They were not wet sheep.

The dlay had been dry, but the rain started
towards evening. No man should shear lamb-
ing eo-es in June or- July' . If he has 500
sheep to buining in and shears them himself,
he will lose half his lambs. Here is another
anomialy that has crept in. Recently a Jew-
ish woolbuyer was travelling to Beverley.
He was buying crutehines; and skins, for
which he had a pciit. I said to him, "Why
aren't you in camp?" He replied, "I tried
to enlist, but they would not have moe. I
was called up under the niilitary regulations
and informed the authorities that I was a
qualified carpenter, and I am still wamiting
to serve my adopted country, but appar-
ently they have no use for me." Here is
a man willing to help this country, and he
is not called up. There is something de-
finitely wrong with the military organisa-
tion when such things occur.



[14 MAY, 1942.] 33

Again there is the case of a butcher in
Beverley. There are in fact, two butchers
in Beverley; one has a shop and the other
sells by the qjuarter. The man who sells
by the quarter applied to the Development
and Supply IDepartmaent for permiss*ion to
cart his meat to customers, and the reply
was that he could not be permitted to do
so. Thereupon lie asked what hie was to do
to earn a living. He received a reply to the
effet-"Join the Army." The mian is 54
years of age 1111( is drawing a pension in
respect of injuries sustained during the last
war, which injuries unfit him for hard work.
His own sons are in the A.I.}'. 1 can safely
affirin that thatt man has served his country,
and yet such is the reply he received from
the Developmient and Supply l)epartment.
Is it any wonder that the people have their
backs uip against the whole organisation? II
maintain that it is rotten from start to fin-
ish. The trouble is that there are taei on
the board who hare no knowledge of the sub-
ject. Why is there no co-operation between
the three authorities! As regards Air. Stit-
fold-

M1r. Raphael: Mfr. Stitfold is a Common-
wealth officer. Does he get any pay as suchq

Mr. MANN: Another farmer I know of
was sitting in a hotel among a big crowd of
men, andi the harnian was working at top
speed when suddenly the radio went on and
the Prime M3inister's high-pitched voice came
over saying, "Ladies and Gentlemen, every
man is at his battle station." And so these
men wcre-drinking beer. That is what we
have got down to. Let us face the facts
boldly.

'Mr. SPEAKER : Does that come into the
motion 7

Mr. MANN: The Minister for Lands
knows the position of the primiary industries.
This is not a squeal that is being raised. We
are merely asking for men to be released to
enable the farms to carry on. Unless that
is done many farms wilt degenerate. Fenc-
ing will fall into disrepair, pastures will
decline and stocks will deteriorate. Another
important fact is that there will be no im-
ports of merino rams from the Eastern
States in the future. The railway and ship-
pingr authorities have said they cannot rant
shipping facilities for the export to this
State of top stud rams and the position in
that industr ,y alone is very serious.

I am pleased the motion has been intro-
duced and hope that some good will come

from it. The military authorities are aware
of the importance of the agricultural in-
dustry. In my own case, unless I can secure
labour, I intend to let my place go. 1 am
not going to carry on, because I cannot do
so. I am speaking personally, but I am not
the oniy one in that position. On my pro-
perty I am trying to manage 1,700 sheep, of
which 700 are ewes, and my daughter, 16
years of age, is looking after the sheep.
There are horses on the property that can-
not be worked, but they have to be fed.
Young, ewes and other young female stock
will have to go to market because of the
sihortage of labour. There are exceptionally
good herds and stocks in this State, but un-
less something is done quickly there will be
a rapid deterioration on properties which
will take a long time to recover from the set-
back experienced. When the war is over
priniar 'v industries will be essential for feed-
lng thie world, and our job is to endeavour to
maintain them to the best of our ability.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [12.3].
1 do not desire to speak at any length on the
mnotion, because the lack of manpower on the
various farms throughout the State is realised
by miost members of this House. The ques-
tion is one of great moment. All of us arc
anxious to do the best we ran towards win-
ning the war and bringing the conflict
to at speedy issue. T do not think any of us
can be accused of shirking his responsi-
bilities and no such charge can lie levied
against the farming community. The pro-
duetion of arms and munitions is not the
only thing required to bring the war to a
speedy end. The people engaiged in the
Services and in the production of armis and
munitions must be fed. The farming corn-
niunity is responsible for supplying much
of that food, hut to enable it to carry on it
must have sufficient manpowver effliitly to
carrv out work on the farmns.

'Food must be f ound not only for the
people hut for the fattening and rearing of
stock. Requests have been made by the Gov-
ernmient and by the heads of the fighting,
forces for people to do all they can to in-
crease the production of vegetables and other
produce so that there will be no danger of
a food shortage in the State, but labour must
he released from the Army to enable the
fairmers to undertake that production. On
the smaller farms at present only the farmner
himself is left. His employees and membersa
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MR. SEWARD lI'ingelly) L12.14): In
supp)orting the motion k1 desire to confine
my reinarks to the latter part, niamcly, that
dealing with the suggested appeal board.
Qutite recently a radical change has occur-
red iii the method at the Army JDepartmaent
in dealing with applications for the release
of farm labourers. Up to the end of har-
vest tine any applications I had to make
were addressed to the (i.O.C. Western Comn-
mand and were dealt with by that
authority fairly expeditiously. In only
one instance wvas release not granted.
Since that date a change has come about.
The authorities have released men for har-
vesting work, but they say there is no
authority to release them for the putting in
of crops; consequently it has not been pos-
sible to arrive at Any decision in the eases
that I have lately submitted to them. The
first aspect of the qLuestion that arises is as
to the reaction consequent upon appeals
against the decisions arrived at. The Msinis-
ter for Lands, a few weeks ago, gave us a
detailod statement of the many shortages
that Are likel 'y to occur in the food produc-
tion of the State, and hie appealed to the
farming community to grow a great deal
more foodstuffs, particularly vegetables, than
it had been growing in the past.

If foodstuffs are to be grown, there must
be manpower available to enable the growers
to put in the necessary crops. When we
applied to the military authorities to have
mecn released to put in the crops, the appli-
cations were turned down. I will quote one
partiecilar ease that camne under my notice.
The owner of the property, situated at the
west end of my electorate, has two sons. One
is a tlieht lieutenant in the R.A.A.F. and the
other is a volunteer in the military forces.
The father, who is a man about 50, thought
he could carry on the farm, as many other
farmers are doing. One of the sons had
not been in camp more than two or three
monthsz when the father was taken ill and
had to be hurried to hospital. An operation
had to he performed And the father has been
told that other operations will follow. The
mother got in touch with me and asked what
T could do. I said the proper procedure was
for the boy in the Army to apply to the
commanding- officer for his release. The boy
followed that procedure, and in due course
hie was £ranted leave for one month to en-
Able him to proceed to his falther's farm.
That leave expires next Saturday. I told

the mother that if the father saw no pros-
pect of being able to continue his farming
operations she should let me know. She saw
me later, and I applied to the military
authorities for an extension. of leave. The
application was, however, not gran ted. The
other morning the mother came to Perth to
interview the military authorities herself. In
this ease I find that the boy has only one
e-ye and is classed as An A2 nn.

Onl investigation we found that the lad.
was employed washing dishes in the cook-
house. That is a job which anybody could
do. Next week eight cows wvill be coming in,
and if the mother cannot get hielp she says
the cows will have to be sold. S'urely this
yoting fellow is of far greater value to the
State on his farm than he is when washing
dishem in (camp)! I know of another case of
the siame kind, that of a farmer in East
l'iuge-llv. The on also wvent into the Forces.
The father was stricken down with an ill-
ness, a 11( was taken at once to the Narrogin
hospital. As the result of an operation, he
will not be able to do farm work for at least
12 months. Because of bountiful rains, the
fallow will soon he covered with weeds and
the farmner will he unable to put his crop in.
I have received a letter from military head-
quarters this morning stating as follows:-

Your letter of the 4th May has. just reached
this H.Q. The general instruction in regard
to leave for seeding pupoe has already been
promnulgated and therefore tile above soldier,
and also those ientioned. in your previous let-
ter, should by now have received their leave.

I telephoned to the mother of the boy at
if0 o'clock this morning. She informed me
that no notification had been received as to
the release of the boy. That is the trouble
in these eases. Another farmer, who lives
within 10 miles of the one to which I have
just referred, has ant employee who is en-

gged in the band at the Northeam camp but
cannot he released from his duties. Because
of these instances it is important that the
Leader of the Opposition should have pro-
vidled in his motion for the setting up of
some authority to 'whom these people can
appeal, and from whom they can get some
ready reply to theft Applications. It may be
asked whether -we have done anything
to get the position rectified. I think
we have done a good deal. When the
House 'was last sitting, on the 22nd
April, 1 received a telegram fromi the mother
of the boy who is employed in the niilitary
hand At Northam statinge that his Applies-
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tion for release had been refused, Know-
ing that the Minister for Lands has more
influenice that I iii these matters, I showed
him this telegram and asked him to take
the matter tip with the Defence authorities,
andl see if he could obtain a satisfactory
answer from them. The reply of tile Minis-
tri to mne is as follow:-

TDcar Mr. Seward, T desire to advise you that
I arranged for an officer of mnine to see the
district manpower officer in connection with
JRS, and he was advised that no action with-
out direction from military headquarters could
le taken where a serving soldier was con-
cerned. My rep resentative saw Captain
Gongh at jFrancis street, wlio, after discus-
sion, took him to Lieert.-Colonell Walker, offi-
cer in charge of administration. Lieut,,
Colonel Walker statedI that hie was powerless
to avt but that an interview could be ar-
ranged with Colonel Oh-land at present at
Pcrtha College, Aft, hawley. lIt was pointed
out, however, that the whole question of crop-
ping leave was one of national moment and
suggested that I take personal and official
action in the whole matter. LienL-Colonel
Walker further stated that Colonel Cleland
would not act without official clarification of
the position. Since then I have written direct
to General Bennett,

The Minister fur Agriculture: TDid you
nten-e ainy further reply?

Mr. SEWARD): No.
The M1iniste-r for Agriculture: Yon have

another letter, which I would like vou to
read-

Mr. SEWVAR1) Thle letter I have juist
readl shows how far a private member is
likely to get when a M.Ninister of the Crown
can do no inuore than is shown in that coi-
nmunieatiun. How could a private member
expect to get nniywhe'n' seeing that the Min-
iste-r himself can only get an evasive
answer of this kind w'ben he makes an ap-
plication? As I had made so little hcadwvav
-with respect to these applications I sen~t
the following telegramn to the Minister for
the Army at Canberra:

Application for release of personnel from
Army to enable farmers to sow crop and in
special eases where women only on farm to
carry on refused local military headquarters.
Early rains have promoted wveed growth to
such extent that unless land is worked im-
mediately hepavy financial loss to owners must
ensue. Ask you Like immediate action to re-
lease required men.

I received a rel -lv from the Minister for
the Army (Mfr. F'orde) dated the Toth 'May
as follows:

Your telegramn regarding release of mien re-
quired for farming purposes receiving atten-
tion. You will be further advised as soon as
possible.

No further advice has yet conic to hand.
That is thle reason for the urgency of this
muatter. Here we arc at the 14th May, al-
most halfway through the seeding season.
Unless the crops are put inl there will be
none to harvest. I also wish to draw at-
teation to the financial aspect. These farm-
erm have their commitments to meet, an? if
they fail to do that they wvill get into seriouh
trouble. When the House was last sitting
I received a telephone message from a
farmer east of Pingelly to thle effect that he
had received a summ111ons for the non-pay-
ient of his rent. Onl investigation I found
that the young, fellow concerned had pur-
chased the property three years ago. Under
the terms of piurchase be has to make 201
annual pa3-nients of £100 each. Hle was dun
to pay an instalment of £100 out of the pro-
ceeds of his wool. Thle sheep were shorn
in October, and in due course the wool was
sent to Fremantle for appraisement. Thle
w-ool was, however, not apipraised until
March so that lie could get no money from
that source. The £100 was due in February.

He wrote to the owner of the prolCrtY --
it "as -ou( a rapacious bun~k Or an 1Im 1' -
amice company inl this instanice-and expla iii-
eel that lie could not pay' his instalment atl
the due date, but siil that as soon a., he
received the mnoney from the wvool appraise-
ments the sum of £,50 would be paid, andl
the balance would be forthcoming in due
Vt'firsc after some of the sheep had heen
sold. The farmer received no reply f rom
the owner to his communication, but did
receive a summions for the full amount with
the le-gal expenses added. How can these-
people meet their commitments if Such
things as these happen, and if they cannot
put in their crops out of which they expeel
to pay their way? The position is a desper-
ate one. We are askin 'g thait al appeal
board shall be established so that eases of
this kind many he dealt with expeditiously' .
There isi abso the question or the militil.-v
authorities being asked to make arran-
meats for the harvesting of crops. In thle
"Daiily News" of recent date is published a
reference to the Benger potato crops lieing
menaced. The artiele pointed out that un-
less the crop wvas got in quickly and be-
fore heavy rain fell, probably 3.500 tons
of potatoes would be lost. Imagine the-
country permitting such a loss to be incur-
red and yvet hoping to win the war.

Are we altogether devoid of initiative?
Any day in the street we can see hundreds
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of soldiers walking about. I do not refer
to those who are on leave from the Middle
East. I am particularly pleased to see that
they are having leave, and I hope they will
enjoy the spell they so much deserve. We
see soldliers in the streets almost every day
in the week, home on leave. Would it not
he at sensible thing to employ 200 or 300
soldiers in digging potatoes at Beuger? That
would he useful training for the men, and
provide opportunities for the officers to gain
valuable experience in the control of men
undler service conditions., andi so forth. It
would also have the effect of saving the crop~.
The Army authorities, however, say that the
training of the mien would be interfered
with. WVhat kind of training is a man get-
tinig when hie is engaged in washing dishes
in the cook house? I hope the Premier will
take up this matter with the Prime Minister
andii tlit Arin'y authorities, and establish an
zl)lpeul board to which these cases may be
referred.

It is of no use to give a man the right
of appleal from a junior niilitary officer to
a senior military offier. Men in the Army
are drawn from all walks of life. It does
not follow that the Army man who has
piroved himself a successful leader has any
knowledge of farming operations, or is able
to judge of what is required for the conduct
of those operations. Fe may be a legal
mian or a lprofessional man of some other
kind. When an application comes before
him lie considers only the effect that the
aplication may have upon the training of
the men in his unit. He is not able to take
that broad view which is entailed in the pro-
duetion of foodstuffs. I strongly support
tile motion andi hope that some action will
lie taken in the immediate future.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [J2.28] - The
importance of this motion is my excuse for
taking up the time of members this morn-
ing. There are a few aspects of this matter
'which inenibers who do not belong to country
oreas may not fully understand. A few days
ago wve were told that the House was going
to discuss two questions only. I wish to
nay a tribute to the Government and the
Premier for the manner in which the infor-
niation in their possession was placed before

nihelirs. Tn my ,vJudgment dreadful things
are goking to happen to Western Australia if
the Federal flovernment takes, action which
leads to the closing down of our mines, find

if it carries out its other intention which, in
ray view, will mean the end of the Parkia-
nacnt of this State. The problem is an
urgent one. Various instances of the extra-
ordinary manner in which the military
authorities deal with individual applications
hare come under my notie, and they cer-
tainly warrant the House in passing the
motion. A man nearly 70 years~ of age
came to the metropolitan area where his
son was in camp. The fathuer was not in a
position to carry on the farm and, time
being the essence of the contract, he endea-
vourvd to get one month's exemption for his
so0mi. The extraordinary thing., that were
dune and said to this man were worthy of
inclusion in a Gilbert and Sullivan open.,

The father brought his son to Parliament
House, a lad of 20, in uniform. I got into
touch with Swan Barracks. The Command-
ant was not in, but the next senior officer,
after hiearing- what I had to say on behalf
of thle young fellow, replied, "If you will
ring Bazaar-terrace and ask for Major
So-and-so, lie is the officer who can deal with
[lie matter." I got into touch with that
officer and was told that he had nothing to
(10 with it; the matter had been taken out
of his, hands, and I should apply to the officer
commanding the young mnan's unit at 'Mel-
ville. The major said the unit officer could
grant exemption. But what did the unit
officer tell me? He said be had no power
to grant the exemption, but if the young
man submitted an application he would re-
coinmend it and forward it to the manpower
officer. This sort of thing continued for
two or three days. I hare not seen either
the 'young man or his father sic, but I
know that the father was. greatly distressed.
TIP hand recently suffered sad bereavemient
thirough his daughlter being killed in an mmci-
dent. an(] no doubt he was broken-hearted
at the treatment meted oiut to him by the
military a uthorities and returned ]iomc.

I say definitely there arc very few niem-
hers:, not excluding those representing agri-
cultural districts, who are aware of what is
happeningr on the farms. In the Ravens-
thorpe district rnny of the farmns are being
controlled hr women. Can anybody main-
tain that it is fair to ask at woman to drive
a tractor, plough or other machine to sow
Props T I hope the Houso will appreciate
the urgency of the motion. fliren that it
is possible to make representations, in the
right quarter and secure exemption for
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many of these men, that should be done. If
the farmers are not going to be permitted
to carry on their operations, it will be a
matter of only a brief time before most of
the farms return to a state of Nature. I
appeal to every member to support the
motion.

MR. McLARTY (Mfurray-Wellington)
12.35]: 1 appreciate the necessity for- jan-

power for the defence services and, with
other members, I would not (10 anything
to prevent the military authorities from get-
ting till the men they need. They should
have the first call, because every' able-bodied
Juan in Australia is of tremendous import-
ance. At the same time, I feel that there
is Riot sufficient co-ordination betweenth
military' authorities and the primary indus-
tries. I agree with the suggcstion ofth
member for Beverlcy ('Mr. Mann) tha ith
appointment of local committees wvoiil assist
in overcoming- this difficulty. The manpower
oficer in my district comes from Bunbury
and is a very fair man, but he has a large
distriet and it is exceedingly difficult for a
nianpower officer to d~o justice in all cases.

Mr. Alann: Ile has a big district to cover.
Mr. 'McLAITY : Yes. The suggestion for-

the, appotintment of local committees is one
that should be adopted. The Loader of the
Opposition has explained that a farmer is
nllowed only one employee. If he has 100
acres, the authorities grant him one man,
and if he has 10,000 acres lie is still allowed
only one man. Surely that is neither logical
nor practicable! This is a matter that the
MNinister for Agriculture should take up with
the military authorities.

My' district is a mixed farming area where
dairying, potato-growing, fat lamb-raising
and, in fact, most of the primary industies
are carried on. Only recently representa-
tives of the militar-v authorities have been
right through the district trying to arrange
military contracts. They have pointed out
to the farmers, in urging them to make these
contract-, that they will take all the potatoes
and] other vegetables they can grow, and give
a guaranteed price for them. Many of the
P'artners, from patriotic motives, are entering
into these contracts, but the extraordinary
fact is that the farmers are not guaranteed
any labour at all. That seems to be a re-
markable state of affairs, In these areas are
Runny enemy aliens who are demanding up to
£E2 per dlay before they will work for

farmers. They will work and co-operate
amongst themselves and undertake these con-
tracts, but they will not work for Britishers.
This sort of thing is causing keen resentment
in my electorate, and is not to be wondered
at.

Owing to the shortage of labour, the
dairying industry is in a precarious posi-
tion. One man told me he would have to
turn out 100 cows because he could not get
the requisite labour. He is well known to
the member for Bunbury. Another farmer
was seriously ill, his wife was also in bad
health, and they could not obtain any labour.
I know of a ret~irRned soldier who was
badly wounded in the 1914-18 waur, and wvhose
three sons are in camip. H1e has a large
holding and cannot obtain any help. These
are only a few instances where help should
lie giveni. These industries must have labour
if they arc to continue operations. I do
not know howv the dairying industry could
be carried on wvere it not for the fact that
the farmers' wives are turning out and help-
ing with the ijlking-.

Uniless something is done to provide labour
ini these farming districts, the result must
he a greatly decreased output. In the mat-
ter of growving and supplying vegetables,
,hinan BritisherS will not enter into contracts,
because they fear they would not be able to
carry out the termis of the contr-act owing
to the actute shortage of labour, Just about
everything that can be said has been said
on this matter, and I do not propose to con-
tinue further except to join issue again with
thep member for Beverley (Mr. Mean) as re-
gards early sheaving. I would not like to,
see the farmers in my district start shear-
ing in August, or at any rate early in August,
because they would be running a serious
risk. I support the motion.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [12.41]: Whilst
supporting the motion generally, I consider
its scope to be somewhat narrow. Probably
that is due to the single-track minds of mem-
bers of the Country Party.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What a rotten thing
to say!1

Several members interjected.
Mr. CROSS: Country Party members

seem to think there is only one industry in
this State. Therefore I shall propose an
amendment which in my opinion will cover
an oversight, besides causing Country Party
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members to realise that they have disre-
garded another section. of primary pro-
ducers. I move an amendment-

That in line 5, after the word "farming,"
the words ''maxket gardening and potato
growing'' be inserted.
I consider myself entitled to say something
about market gardening. In my own elec-
torate there are over 1,000 acres in vege-
table production, and the market gardeners
there are in acute trouble as regards labhour.
I may mention that what is probably the
largest market garden in the State is situ-
ated in my electorate. This year those mar-
ket gardeners have entered into contracts
with the military, and they have permanently
employed from 70 to 100 men. Now they
have undertaken to double thle area under
crop. One firmi alone would have 700 acres
for cropping. Moreover, that firm is ex-
tending its activities into the country areas.
It now has about 50 men working at Bell-
ger, and not too many of them arie
foreig-ners. There the firm has a magnificent
potato crop, but is experiencing great dulli-
culty in taking it off. At Benger, too, the
firm proposes to plant another 100 acres
of potatoes forthwith. In the metropolitan
area it has considerable acreage ready to he
planted out with cabbages, potatoes, and
other vegetable foods that are urgently re-
quired. I hope miembers opposite will agree
to extenid the motion so as to include the
producers I have mentioned.

The Leader of the Opposition said that
prices for vegetables arc now higher than
they ever were before. That is positively
true, but we cannot be sure that the groivrs
receive thle full benefit of those hig-her prices.
Inquiries should be made as to the source
from which the quotations have heen ob~-
tamned. I have taken personal notice of the
markets, and I am quite certain that eon-
sumners of vegetables are being charged un-
necessarily high prices and that the margins
of increase are not going to the growers.

As regards manpower for market
gardener.,, I ma>- mention that at Blni9-
ter Lagoon there is a market garden with
two men, and onl sonic of the land two crops,
a year arc grown, and perhaps three. One
of the men has two sons. Of these sonls one
enlisted voluntairily and the other is ex-
pecting a call-up. During the last two months
the two mnen and the second son have pre-
pared anl additional ten acres of land for
irrigation not from the river but from sub-
terranean waters. A great hardship will

he inflicted in that instance if the second
son is called up. It will be impossible to
carry on the garden, although all the women
in the family are assisting in the effort to
provide food for tbe State, Witb further
reference to manpower for market gardeners,
I am aware that some men of Italian descent
have been interned. Of those men several
are knowun to me to be decent fellows, for
whom, if they were released, the employers
would be willing to accept responsibility.
Somne of these interned Italians are experts
in muarket gardening and have resided ini the
State for at longr time. I consider that in-
ternees who are known to be decent citiz~ens
and to have attempted to establish homes
here should be released to employers who
will accept responsibility for them. I corn-
metnd inY amendment to thle House.

HON. 0. G. LATHAN (York-on amend-
inent) 112.48] : I shall not OPI)05C the amnend-
mnent, hut thle word "farming" covers all
that the zndinient seeks to include. if
market gaardening and potato growing are
to be included, why not include horticulture?

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeck--
('ridton--on amendment) [12.49]): 1 do
not think thle motion should specifically men-
tion one or two or perhaps three aspects- of
farming. If we omitted, for example, flax
growing or aipple growing or tobacco grow-
ing, it might he argued that as those aetivi-
lies; are not intluded in the motion they are
not entitled to benefit by it. We would be
ivvll advised to adhere to the all-embracing
term "fanning." I do not know of anyone
doing anything on the land who cannot be
said to be enagcd in farming operations.
It is said that in England a million farmers
are engaged in piroducing hundreds of dif-
forent commodities.

Mr. North : "Faring" includes dairying.
The PREMNIER: Yes. Thie Minister for

Ag%,riculture is proposing to move anl amiend-
ment later, andi this; might prove mnore stz
faetory' than the present one. It can safely
he talken that the termn "farmning" emibraces-I
all a--rienltniral activities.

Amendment put and negatived.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [ 12.5 1)I
shalt. not take up a great deal of the time
of the House, although I have a number of
subjects to discuss. I am pleased that thle
Leader of the Country Party brought for-
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ward this motion, and am grateful to the
Premier and the Government for giving
members an opportunity to discuss it.
Parliament reassembled specifically to deal
with two motions, one in regard to uniform
taxation and the other in regard to the gold-
mining industry. I did not speak to the
first, because what I might have said would
have been repetition ; nor did I speak to
the secondl, because I left it to the goldfields'
members, who know much more about the
subject, and because I knew the vote on
it Wvould be unanimous. But I believe that
this present motion is of far greater im-
portance than was any motion brought
before the House in past years. It deals
wvith the feeding of our civilian population
anti our troops. One recalls the old adage
that a soldier cannot fight on an empty
stomach.

The trouble is that our primary industries
are today depleted of their workers ; in
fact, that has been the case since the out-
break of hostilities. I could quote many
instances of what has happened to the
dairying industry, but shall mention only
one.. Members are aware that today there
is at shortage of butter fat and cheese. I
will quote the case of a faunily at Bridge-
town consisting of three brothers, all of
whom are married. The eldest brother
enlisted and left the management of the
properties to his two brothers. Then the
second brother enlisted. H-e had 60 milk-
ing cows, and left the management of the
properties to the remaining brother, who
had 90 milking cows. This brother was
not strong enough to perform military duties,
although he had submitted himself to
examination. He was left to carry on the
three farmsii, but found the work impossible.
The result is that 190 cows waent out of
production. I told the manpower officer
in Bridgetown that lie had no right to allow
those men to enlist, as they were required
for the carrying on of an essential service.
The 190 cows that I mentioned will now
rear their own calves. Heifers, when grown,
will be too wild to milk, so they will have
to be sent to the slaughterhouse. That is
what we should prevent, if it is at all pos-
sible. The production of the dairying
industry, owing to enlistments, has been
halved.

To give another illustration of the way
in which manpowering has affected primary
industries. I shall deal for a few moments
with the flax industry at Boyup Brook.
I was there only last week and was told by

the manager that the industry is in need of
workers ; black, white, and brindle workers
including foreigners, a few Britishers, and
some girls awe working there. The manager
told me that he needed from 50 to 75 addi-
tional workers, and that the industry was
languishing for want of them. That applies
to Boyup Brook. I suppose it applies also
to Donnybrook, where a big flax mill is
being erected, although the production
there is perhaps less than the production at
Boyup Brook. It would apply also to the
Yarloop district. I understand that the
industry there is not so, active, although
that was the district where the industry
was originally started. It has not made
the strides there which it has made in other
districts more suited to flax growing. I
amn afraid the industry will collapse for
want of workers.

In regard to the tobacco industry, two
growers employing labour came to me only
a fortnight ago to see what could be done
in this matter. They are foreigners who
have resided in Australia for a number of
years, although they did not. become
na~turalised. Their graders were called up
by the military and examined. I inter-
viewed the manpower officer on behalf of
these employers and obtained exemption
for the men until August. It would be
a (lisaster if these graders were called up.
I also spoke to the manpower officer on
behalf of growers in the Manjimup district
on the subject of enlistment of graders. I
received an assurance from the military
authorities that the Department of Agri-
culture had also interviewed them and
pointed out how necessary it was not to call
up the graders until the end of August,
when the season would be over.

Despite the moralising of the member for
Beverley (MNr. Mann), who would deprive
the people and the troops of beer-and pos-
sibly also of tobacco ;I presume he would
also object to their attending picture shows
and dances and taking walks in the moon-
light if the Nveather permitted-I say we
must keep these industries going. WThat
applies to tobacco applies also to hop grow.
ing. We produce in my district all the hops
that are used in the manufacture of beer in
Western Australia. Men in those industries
should not be inanpowered. As the Minis-
ter for Agriculture is aware, two years ago
wve offered to put in 1,000 acres of flax at
Bridgetown. However, that opportunity
was missed because no seed was, available.
Flax is essential to the Empire for the
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making of fabric for aeroplane wings, and
nothing must be done that will interfere with
its production. I presume the industry at
Donnybrook also requires 50 or 75 men.

In his motion the Leader of the Country
Party suggests the establishment of an
appeal court consisting of two persons.
one of whom it is proposed shall be a member
of the farming community. Who is toselect
that member ? Is he to be the organiser
for the Country Party who has lately been
so active int my district, a man named
Bullock ? Possibly he would he selected
if the motion wvere passed in its present
form.

Air. Hughes : You shduld not have said
that.

Air. J. ff. SMITH: I am sorry. I did
not mean that in a derogatory sense.

.Nnitng sa.spended fromn 1 p.ni. to 2.15 p.m.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Before dinner I w.as
referring to the fatter portion of the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition,
and suggested that perhaps there Could
be an alteration with regard to the farmers'
representative. I regret that, as pointed
out by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes), I mentioned a name that I should
not have mentioned. I did not do it in-
tentionally. All members of Parliament
are anxious to assist the wvar effort in every
way possible, and I suggest that they should
represent their respective districts on the
appeal board. Members of Parliament know
their own districts and are aware of the
places where manpower is required and, if
the course I suggest wvere adopted, mem-bers
would he able to meet the request of the
Premier to assist in the prosecution of the
war. This is one way in which I think we
could give general satisfaction.

Some members have referred to the politi-
cal aspect of representation on the appeal
board, but that does not matter one iota
to me- Our objective is, to "'in the war
and that cannot be done unless we feed the
men who are fighting for us. 1 would be
prepared to accept any position of that kind.
To my mind many men are evading their
obligations. On the other hand I know
scores of men in the A.I.F. who have no
right to be there. Tite-r have enlisted be-
cause of their loyalty and their desire to
serve their country when it is most in need
of their terviees. They say "Why should
we not go to fight and protect our interests,
to defend the country that has reared us andi

our fathers ? Tt is worth while to fight to
retain our rights." Scores of men have
adopted that attitude, while other men who
should be serving their country are shelter.
ing behind manpower restrictions. Again,
there are men who have been manpowered,
and are scoffed at by foolish people who
would insist on their being sent away.

I suggest to whoever is entrusted with the
making of the appointments to this board,
if the motion is carried, that the services of
members of Parliament might well be util-
ised. With regard to the proposal to have
farmers' representatives on the appeal
board, I would ask who is going to select
those representatives. The farmers have
a big organisation, the Primary Producers'
Association, but most of the representatives
in this Hlouse of the agricultural constitu-
encies in the South-West portion of the
State are members of the National Party,
except with regard to Collie, Bunbury,
and Forrest in which there are extensive
agricultural interests and the Parliamentary
representatives of which are members of the
Labour Party and also do not belong to any
farmers' organisation. Row are farmers'
representatives to be appointed for those
areas ? It would be much better if mem-
bers of Parliament were appointed to repre-
sent their own ditricts in regard to this
matter.

Reference has been made hy the Lender
of the Opposition, the member for Beverley
(Mr. Mann) and other speakers to the diffi-
culty experienced in regard to shearing.
That applies throughout the State. There
is no possibility of getting men released
from the Army to carry out shearing or to
engage in any other agrieultural or pastorel
avocation. The men ink authority do not
seem to realise that the welfare of the State
is dependent on the release of manpower
for these purposes. Then there is9 the
question of who is going to pay the wages.
I consider that men on active sei-vice should
be receiving the basic wage and men who
are not serving their country should be on
military pay. I have mentioned how I
arranged for tobacco g-aders to be released,
but it is not possible to secure the release
of workers in the dairying industry. Dairy
farmers sent their cattle 70 or 80 miles away
to the coast when the dairying season was
not in operation. The farmers do not know
the run to the coast, andi many of them
are too old to go there and muster the
cattle and bring themn back to the farms.
In many instances they, are carrying on
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merely with the assistance of their wives
and daughters. There does nob seem to
be any discretion exercised as to who are
taken by the Army.

Mr. Cross: The military Pooh.Bah de-
cides that quest ion.

Mr. J. H, SMITH : To win the war we
must make sacrifices. I do not know who
does it, but not much discretion is exercised
in the mnatter, In my district three boys
out of one family and all the skilled shearers
have either enlisted in the A.I.F. or been
called uip for the Militia. How are we going
to get these men released ? I do not know
what influence we can bring to bear or how
we are going to get our shearing dtone.
Shearing cannot be clone in June and July.
Until the member for Beverley mentioned
it, I had not heard of any Cannmer being so
foolish as to attempt to shear sheep in this
climte in those mont hsz.

There is one matter that strikes mve
forcibly and I hope nwmnbers; of this House
and the Minister for Agriculture will
not lose sight of it. There hafs been tin
appeal to pl)el to grow their own vege-
tablet;. rrllt is being (lone in my district
end onimt large scale' in the metropolitan
area. Vegetables are seasonable. Although
there has been a great influx of population
and a conse quent shortage of vegetables ,
in the springtin-e there will be an accumula-
tion, with serious re-sults. The Speaker
has told met about lottuces being offered
at 2s. a crate. Growers cannot lprodttce
at that prce I am afraid the same thing
will occur with regard to the growing of
vegetables as has occurred with regard to
the growing of wheat. People were urged
to grow mare wheat and the more they,
grew the poorer they became. Similarly,
the more vegetables people grow the poorer
will they become because there will be no
saile.

Hunt Ln'cs of' tens of vegetables will go to
waste unless we make proper provision.
We cannot grow too many potatoes, or tea
many tomatoes, ptvt's, or beans, or suchi
vegetables. But we have to see that an
organisation is established for the cartming
of these vegetables. andI that provision is
made for the lean periods of' the year,
extending over seven or eight monthvs.
The man wiho grows the vegetables must be
paid a fair market price for them. How
can that be done ? It ca-n only be done by
fixing a fair price in between the flush andi
the shortage. If that can be done, then I
will agree with the slogan. "GCrow More

Vegetables." Today people everywhere are
growing vegetables, and I can guarantee
that when they are picking peas or beans
they will be selling in the shops at Id. and
2(1. a potund, and cabbages at id. a pound.
In a few month's time vegetables will be
over-produced. Wle will then go into can-
ning operations.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a big
canning factory half-.finished now.

IMr. J. H. STWITH: A big factory will
operate, but what is it going to do ? Is it
going to buy vegetables at jdi. per pound,
with the result that the producer wi'll get
nothing ? Or will the Minister issue a
proclamnation to say that the price will be

Somuch ? Unless we have fixat ion of
price, the primary producer can never,
suicceed.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Order!i The lion.
member is getting away from the motion.
There is nothing about prices in the motion
only the forming of a board for certain
purposes.

Mr. J. H. SMITH !Yes. In regard to
production, there is a slogan, "Urow More
Veacetables," tho same ets there was one,

Grow More Wheat."

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! There is
nothing in the motion about growing more
wheat or growing more vegetables.

,Mr. 4. H. SMITH: I will refrain from
saying more on that point. In any ease,
I have saidt all I desire to say. There is
today a danger that unldess labour is made
available, thousands of tons of potatoes
from our- crops in the South-West will be
lost.. Our tomato crops will also be affected.
It only needs a few more days of weather
like we had a clay or two ago and not a
potato will be dug at Benger Swamp, because
of the labour shortage. The Federal Gov-
eminentb is providing a labour corps. Thene
is one on the transcontinental railway. I

peueit comprises the Italians front
Harvey. We have no chance of getting
them back. We will have to provide a
labour corps to go to these wet areas and
dig the potato crtop, otherwise we will lose
7,000 or 8,000 tons of potatoes. The same
position applies, but in a lesser degree, to
the people in the, Albany area. I remember
that, some three years ago. the growers in
that area lost about 75 per cent. of the
potato crop on account of unseasonable
rain. I want to know if anything along
these lines has been clone.
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This is a most important motion. Prim-
ary production is the feeding of the people.
Today we have a shortage of foodstuffs
throughout Western Australia. The influx
of population here affects the position, and
we cannot import these commodities from
the Eastern States. There is a danger of
the population going short. We have not.
sufficient fat lambs or beef. Pork, the
produce of bacon factories, and all other
primary produce that can be mentioned will
be inadequate, unless we preserve our man-
power from the military authorities. The
motion has my whole-hearted support except
for the latter portion. I do not wish to
move an amendment. We want to get the
sitting over as early as; possible, and are
grateful to the Government for giving us
an opportunity to express our views on this
important question. I think, however, it
would be advisable for the Leader of the
Country Party to alter the wording so as
to provide for the member of the appeal
board to be the member for the district.
and not to be drawn from the farming
community-if we have the appeal board.

Mr. Thorn: Could we have an inter-
change or members?

Mr. J. H. SMITH : The member for
Toodyay would probably not know the
difference between what is produced
in his electorate and what is produced in
mine.

Mr. Thorn; I think I would.
Mr-. J. H. SMITH: A great many wheat-

growers wvould know nothing about the
production of tobacco.

Mr. Marshall: Or hops!
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I think they would

know about hops.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order! There is too

much conversation.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: This, however, is a

matter which could be adjusted afterwardis.
I d~o not know how the member of the
board will be elected, but I hope lie will not
be drawn from a political organisation which
seems to be the order of the day in Federal
politics. I trust the Leader of the Op-
position will think this matter over, and
sem if we can accede to the Premier's request
to assist in the wvar effort. That is one
way in which we could assist.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. S. Wise-Gascoyne) [2.321: 1 am
vecry interested in this debate. This is one of
the urgent matters requirina consideration,

not merely by the military authorities,
but by a properly constituted committee
or board representing both military and
civil authorities. For many months I have
been greatly concerned at the intensely
developing position of manpower shortage.
Although it was realised before Japan
entered the wvar just how serious it might
become, since the entry of Japan the matter
has been greatly accentuated. There is,
today, in every sphere of rural and pastoral
activity a serious position developing be-
cause of the lack of manpower. Until
Australia was directly threatened by the
intervention of Japan, it was a much
simpler matter to arrange for the release
or personnel than it is today. Until that
time we wvere able to overcome the shortage,
of manpower in many directions.

It was possible to arrange for tho release
of individuals ;it wyes possible to arrange
for the easing up of any* call-up, but since
the intervention of Japan and the obvious
necessity for the military authorities to take
a v-ery strict view of affairs, the matter has
become increasing[' difficult. Many
av-enues of labour have been exploited, and
miany demands for labour in rural industries
have been filled by women. As a matter
of fact, the organisation of a women's land
armyN has materially assisted in many
classes of rural production where lighter
work, and work suitable for women, could be
carried out. I refer particularly to apple
picking, hop picking, and tobacco picking
and grading.

Hon. C. 0. Latham : We have had thenm
employed in those industries.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In some of those industries they were not
employed in an organised wvay, particularly
in the case of tobacco. The organisation
responsible for bringing w~omen into those
industries has done on excellent work in
facilitating the release of manpower. Still,
tOw fact remains that there are many types
of rural work generallyA that are unsuitable
for- women, and it is noticeable that in all
rural Pursuits the first effect of
shortage of manpower would be in seasonal
crops or lines of production that are of short
duration. Hence wve have felt immediately
the effect in the vegetable-growing industry.
Butt with the more continuous opeQrationls
of wvheat-gr-owinkg and mixed farming
gener-ally, it is only now that the seasonal
practice of seeding and thc attendant
responsibilities of farmn work have brought
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about an intense difficulty in the manpower
position on the farm.

As memnbers on both sides of the House
know, I have firequently, at their special
request, attendled to matters that probably
have had nothing whatever to do with me.
When the Deputy-Director of Manpower
was appointed in this State, he had vested
in him certain authority, but that authority
applied only prior to enlistment or prior
to a man's entering camp. Although ho
was willing at all times to exert any author-
ity hie possessed, many difficult positions
have arisen. Approaches have been made
to Brigadier- General Martin and others
associated1 with this problem. Earlier in
this sitting I received a very important
suggestion from the Leader of the National
Party that I believe could be put into
effect. The suggestion was that you, Mr.
Spevaker, should approve of the Sergeanit-
at-Arms, Brigadier-General Mart in, address-
ing the House on this subject, and he could
perhaps acquaint u's of many' of the diffi-
culti-s he has met with and many of the
di fticultie h'se has helpedl to overcome.

There arv generally three types of agri-
cultural opefrations; that h ave been affected
by, the manpowver posit ion. Those three
types aret seasonal operations by indlividual
farnners seedling and[ qowing ;the special
need over soine of the flush months, as
happens in the lairying industry in parts
of the State, and in vi-getable-growing. and
also the immediate an(i urgent demand for
potato-digging and operations of that kind.
There are rmnny serious aspects of the
matter and one particularly is in connec-
tion with the potato-growing industry.
Within that industry for many yea"s there
have been engaged[ naturalised persons and
also aliens, friendly and unfiriendly. The
position has recently arisen that these men
who are at large, and some of whom are
unnatu-aliseil, have been able to demand
three times normal contract rates before
they would wvork in it particular line of
harvesting or planting -rops. We have
instances of Italians having demanded three
times normal contract rates for potato-
digging. They have dug their ownv crops
and would not dig their neighbours' crops
unless paid at excessivec rates.

Mr. 'MeLarty :And meanwhile neigh-
boutm' sons were going to the wvar.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yesq. The place for those men is in a uni-
form of soine sort as part of a land army
paid at soldiers' rates.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am glad to hear
you say that because your colleague, the
Minister for Labour, stated that lie was
interested not in the maximum amount
demanded but in the minimum amiount
paid.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE;
I think it only reasonable that those who
are making a sacrifice by the voluntary
offering of their lives should have their
interests and those of their parents pro-
tected, and that those men remaining should
not be exploited by people who are tn-
acceptable to uts in khaki.

Mr. Thorn We have not the stomach
to do things like that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think we have. In connection with
potato-digging we have met with difficulties
at Donnybrook, Waterloo, Harvey, and
lBenger. The threat of flooding at this time
of the year is always with us, bu~t it is very
rare that as late as this the Benger swamps
are, threatened with loss and only a matter of
weeks remains to get the crop out of the
ground. Certain individuals were for a
time at the quarantine station at Fre-
mantle and came within the scope of the
alien imnmigrationi restrictions, and wo have
been able to assemble those people--
Chinese-and have them placed undler the
control of the military authorities. They
have taken out a very lar-ge tonnage of
potatoes in more than one district.

Mr. Thorn: The Chinese are a friendly
nation.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, but still they come within the scope of
the immigration restriction laws. We are
ondeavouring to use those people. They are
interested in the work and arm doing a
good job. They are a bit slower than are
some of the contract diggers, but they are
careful-there are not very many prong
marks-and the finished product is very
good. I think there were originally 350.
Chinese so affected. Recetitly 70) ioe-
pangers have arrived from our pearling
centres. As soon as; we heard of their
arrival we made all possible representations,
to have those men also enlisted in the
services of the rural industries. Those men
tire accustomed to very hard conditions;
they are not big in stature bitt are strong
and able, and I think would be quite willing
to assist us in this difficult position of
manpower.

I believe, with the Leader of the Oppos-
ition and many other speakers, that in
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civil as well as in military spheres there are
still quite a lot of passengers. I think there
are quite a few who are physically able to
undertake much work in connection with
our pastoral and farming pursuits, but who
are evading their responsibilities. I under-
stand that the R.S.L. representatives in
different country districts are taking a
view opposite to that expressed by many
members of the Opposition and are waonder-
ing why there are so many men still at large
-so many young men still available for
military work and not called up.

The whole matter is bristling with diffi-
culties. The main difficulty, I think, is
that the ones to whom the individual and
collective problems are presented have
not an understanding of the position. As
stressed by the member for Wagin (M~r.
Stubbs) this morning, the procedure for the
release of men is quite wrong. The officer
of a unit should not be the man to decide
wvhether a member of his unit should be
released. In fact, he is the very last man
to sumi up and decide that point. If an
amendment is moved to bring ahout a board
of reference, rather than at board of appeal,
the board should have the power to make
decisions and should hare repirsented on
it not merely the military and farmning
interests, but also a Government official
from the department charged with the very
big responsibility of furthering production
in these days. I consider that the Leader
of the Opposition, in the substance of his
motion, was guilty of an oversight in that
he did not include the pastoral industry.
I consider the inclusion of the pastoral
industry to be essential. The hon. gentle-
man in the course of his speech mentioned
that industry, which showed that hie had
given the matter some thought ; but
obviously, in dealing with a motion of' this
nature, we do not wish to overlook so
important an industry.

Mr. Sampson: floes not " pastoral
come unader the heading of " farming "

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Distinctly not! I desire to advise the
House that very recently I approached
Lieut.-General Gordon Bennett wvith a
proposal that lie appoint two officers and
that I appoint two to meet for the purpose
of discussing matters which could, through
him, become matters of policy in determin-
ing release of manpower. I said to the
General that there appeared to me to be
three possible ways of' overcoming the

existing difficulty. The first one was by
having an army labour corps selected from
men now within the Army and added to by
instalments, from time to time, of men
trained in and stilted to farmning work.
My second suggestion was that there should
be a civil labour corps of men exempted
from military activities, no matter whether
those men wvere such as those I have just
mentioned working under military control
or men, exempted from military activities
and withdrawn from military ranks. My
third alternative was that each individual
case be examined and exemption ranted if
wvarranted.

Those three suggestions, I think, cover
the general needs of the situation. Lieut.-
Genera! Gordon Bennett (Lid agree, and
allowed two or his colonels to confer with
Mr. Stitfold. the Deputy Controller of
iManpower, and Mr. Baron Ray, the Under
Secretary for Agriculture ; but with, thle
exception of an agreement being reached
on the point of thle three-wo'eks exemp-
tion, which lias been publishred, very, littlo
progress was made. I repeat that thle
crurx of this situation n'sts in tho fact that
the military authorities dlealing with thle
situation do not quiite' understand the
nature of the problem. T consider that the
closest association is necessary between
militar~y needs and civil needs : otherwise
it will he highly difficult for military author-
ities to get along with that particular job.
Nonie or' us will dicny what has been often,
stated, that the man who is producing for
the Army, enabling men to be fed in the
field or whierever they may be taken, is a
highly important unit of this nation at this
moment,' just as important as many of the
units in military life.

Since that time I have discussed the
matter with the military manpower author-
ity who visited this State from M1elbourne.
The discussion took place yesterday, and
I suggested to him that I should appoint a&
capable officer, an officer versed in all
rural matters, who would act in conjunction
with the military and our present Deputy
Controller of Manpowver. The militarynman-
power authority has taken that suggestion
with him, andi I think it may be agreed to ;
but I consider that it would[ be well if the
Leader of the Opposition would agree to
amend the motion by adding after the
word " fanning.' in line 5. the words
'. and pastoral pursurits" Subsequently, I
wvish to move a further amendment, though
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I understand that I may not be permitted
to do so. If I cannot, I would like some
member to move an amendment that in
line 10. after the word "of," these words
be inserted in lieu of the remaining words
of the motion-' essential farming and past-
oral operations and recommend the forma-
tion of a board of reference to consist of
three members, one representing the military
authorities, one the farming and pastoral
industries, and one to be an officer of the
Department of Agriculture, such board to
have power to deal with applications for
manpower release and make decisions there-
on." If any' member would move the
second part of my amendment, I would
resume my seat; but I am conscious that
someone else may want to move amend-
ments.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: The last part
obviously wvants amending ;it is unfinished.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I submit that the last part of the amendment
will overcome very many difficulties. I am
seeking to set up some authority with
power to make decisions. The roundabout
way of sending letters such as those quoted
by the member for Beverley (Mr. Msann)
anti the one that was not read by the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward) is quite
useless. One of those letters contained
unnecessary comement, and obviously com-
ment made by some person who does not
understand thle situation today. The letter
qjuoted by the member for Becverley is not
sensible. It is wvritten by someone who
has not the authority to assess the present
position. Therefore it is highly necessary
to include a trio of men in a bared of refer-
ence which would have capacity as well
as authority. The officer of the Depart-
muent of Agriculture should have a vei-y
impor-tant place on such a board of refer-
once. It is part of the work of the (lepart-
meat to enicouragec production and to izre
upl the relative importance or branches of
cmleav'oir ;and I think we can pick an
officv, who w-ill hld( a xvry important place
onl such a board. I think I will take the
risk of the speod part of the amnmhent
beingimoved. I nownmove an amendment-

That in line 5, after- the word 'I'farining,
the wor9 ''and p:.storiil parsits'' fie in-
serted.-

MR. BOYLE (Avon-on amendment)
[2.55]: I gave you notice, M.%r. Speaker,
during dtinner of an amendment that I
desired to move ; but, unfortunately, the

Minister for Agriculture came in one line
ahead of me. We agree practically on all
points.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the Minister's amend-
ment is agreed to, the place where the
hon. mentor proposed to put his amend-
ment will have disappeared.

Mr. BOYLE:; That is so. Will you per-
mit me to proceed?

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon, member can
speak only to the amendment before the
Chair.

Mr. BOYLE: May I give notice of a
further amendment?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. BOYLE: As I say, I practically

agree with the Minister's amendment.
Mir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

member must address himself to the amend-
mnent before the Chair, which is that certain
words be inserted.

Mr. BOYLE: I am suggesting that in-
stead of an officer of the Department of
Agriculture being appointed to the proposed
board, a stipendiary magistrate shall be
appointed chairman.

Amendment put and passed.

THE MINISTER FOR HINES (Ron. A.
R. Panton-Leederville) (2.58]: If I move
an amendment now, I presume the member
for Avon (Mr. Boyle) can move to amend
my amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing to
prevent him from doing that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment-

That nll the words after ''of'' in line 10 be
struck outI and the wors, ''essential farming
.and pastoral operations and recommend the for-
moation of a board of reference to consist of
three m~embers, one representing the mnilitary
authorities, one the farming and pastoral in-
ihustries, and one to li an officer of the De-
Iarticat of Agriculture, such board to have
polver to deal with applications fill manpower
rele:ase and make iceisio,,s thereon '" inserted
inl lieu.

MR. BOYLE (Avon-on amendment)
[2.59] : I move-

That tile amendment he atuentled by strik-
ing out the words ''and one to be an offier
of thle Depa rtnment of Agricuilture.''

If this be agreed to I shall move to insert
in lieu the words " who will be appointed
by the Minister for Agriculture and a
stipendiary magistrate acting within lis
magisterial district as chairman." Quite
fortuitously, I find myself in accord with
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the Minister for Agriculture. Evidently we
have both been thinking along the same lines
in this particular instance.

The Minister for Agriculture :Strange
Mr. BOYLE: Being in agreement with

two-thirds of his amendment, we are a
step forward towards a total agreement.
I object to the appointment of an officer of
the Department of Agriculture, who pre-
sunmably would be chairman, for the reason
that, rightly or wrongly, there is an anti-
pathy amongst the farming community to
officials of that department being placed in
such a position. I can foresee that.

The Minister for Agriculture : I do not
agree.

Mr. BOYLE: I make the assertion in view
of knowledge I have. I do not say that it
is correct in all cases, but the appointment
of an official of the Department of Agri-
culture to a judicial position would place
him in a most invidious position. We have
stipendiary magistrates who are men of
probity, with a knowledge of law and who
can weigh evidence. I can say without
hesitation that they have the confidence of
the whole community. If a stipendiary
magistrate were appointed as chairman,
the Military Department wotuli of necessity
have an appointee. We know that normally
the point of view of the military authorities
is hard and fast. Without casting any
aspersions on the proposed representative
of the farming and pastoral industries, we
can say that he would be actuated by a
desire to look after the interests of the
parent-farmer or the farmer's son. We
must then have, as chairman, a man wholly
unbiased, and I submit that a stipendiary
magistrate should be placed in that position.

Another phase is this: No doubt hundreds
of appeals will be lodged against the call-up
and these will have to be heard within a
very limited time. I can see no objection
to the appointment of a stipendiary magis-
trate. For instance, take the central dis-
trict, Northamn The magistrate there
could reach any part of the district within
a few hours. Other districts are not so
fortunately situated. For instance, there
may be difficulty in such a centre as Gerald-
ton. The fact remains, however, that the
appeals could be dealt with at the one time.
The law has made provision fbr appeals by
conscientious objectors. These appeals are
taken by a stipendiary magistrate ;there
is no delay, and in about 80 per cent, of the
oases the men are excused from military
duties.

Mr. Raphael : iMany of them become
conscientious objectors with that end in
view.

Mr. BOYLE : Yes. The case put forward
by the Leader of the Opposition was not
concerned with the conscientious objector;
it was a matter of whether we were to
continue our farming industry. We are
not seeking in any way to evade responsi-
bility for military service.

Mr. SPEAKER: I point out to the lion.
member that he will have an opportunity
to speak to the motion later.

Mr. BOYLE: Very well, Sir.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. 5. S. WiseGascoyne-on amend-
ment) [3.4]: 1 regret that the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) has moved to delete these
words. I expect I should be quite pleased
to find that he is even to sonie extent in
agreement with me ;but I point out to
the House that there is no more logical
person to assess a position of manpower
than one whose active life is associated
each day with soie, avenue of fanning
Ipursuits. Not mer-ely have such men the
confidence of our farming community, but
in my opinion they would be in a happier
position more readily to axqess the clainms
than would[ be a stipendliary magistrate.
A magistrate would give an equally just and
proper decision, but he would have to
assemble the facts, and if in these cases the
matter is one of urgency, as we all admit
it is, an urgent and quick decision would be
readily obtainable from a board of referenice
set up as I have suggested. It would
delay matters to have to lodge claims and
wait for an appointment for those claims to
be heard. If the matter were not urgent,
the lion. member would be absolutely right
but, since it is, and since the facts ate
already assembled by the officer concer-ned,
the lion, member should agree to the in-
clusion of these wvords.

RON. C. G. LATHAM (York-on amend-
nent) [3.63 : I am sorry I am out of step
with my colleague who represents the
(district next to mine. But the House
should bear in mind that most of t hese
applications would come from men in the
Forces, and they would be dealt with more
or less within the metropolitan area. There
would probably be Ronme from the North,
or inland, but they would not be far from
here, and the applicatiorts could be dealt
with in the metropolitan area. I have
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given a good deal of thought to the matter,
because I do not want the military authori-
ties to say the board is loaded against
them. In this ease it would be, because
first there is a representative of the farming
and pastoral industries, which are the
same, despite the Minister's assertion that
they are not, because the dictionary includes
them both uender the word " farming."
There would be one man representing the
indudtry and then there would be one who
knows all about it, if an Agricultural De-
partment officer is appointed, which I think
would be quite satisfactory. I prefer the
amendment as it stands to that suggested
by the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle), because
a stipendiary magistrate would took at the
matter from the evidence submitted to him
and not from the point of view of the in-
dustry, which is the poiht of view which I
desire to have considered. He might be
of the same opinion as the officer who rote,
in reply to the shearer, that shearing was
not an important business.

These matters have to be dealt with ex-
peditiously. In the event of a magistrate
attending to the cases, if an application were
made at Bruce Rock, we would have to
wait for a month before the magistrate went
there, because ho has a circuit and has to
attend at certain places on certain dates.
If he does not, arrangements are made for
seone other magistrate to take his place.
My main idea is to have these matters dealt
with at once. Every hour that goes by
is important. I support the Minister's
amendment and I hope we can give effet
to it, and that the authorities will accept
it in the spirit in which it is proposed, tinder,
.standing that it is designed to help not only
the industry hut also the Military Depart-
nient.

Amendment on amendment put and
negative([.

Amendment put Redl passed.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[3.10]) 1 am in accord with the object of
the motion, but I disagree very mnuch with
the method by which that objective is sought
to be achieved. I had no idea, prior to to-
day, that this matter was to be discussed.

Hon. 0. 0. Latham: No one else had.
Mr. TONKIN: That confirmns the point

I am going to make. To my way of think-
ing, this matter is far too complicated to
be decided so simply. The military authori-
ties are charged with the responsibility

of obtaining, training, moulding, and equip-
ping as large a fighting force as possible.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : And feeding them,
too !

Mr. TONKIN: No, that is not their job.
They are there to get men, to test them, to
see they are physically fit, and then to train
them, mould them, equip them, and have
them ready as a fighting force.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And the most suc-
cessful leader is the one who feeds his troops.

Mr. TONKIN: But someone else has to
grow the food to feed them. What is the uwe
of putting a military man on a manpower
board ? He says, "I want the men. I
have to find a certain number to fill my
quota this week. I have been told to get
a certain number of men within certain age
groups. I have sent out call-up notices,
and I am responsible for seeing that that
number, full strength, attends on Monday
and goes into camnp." When one starts to
argue that such-and-such a man is a farmner
and such-and-such a man is a butcher, the
military man says, "That may be so;
but I must have a certain number of
soldiers." And in they go ! Then an
attempt is made to get some men released.

The military officer's job is to get his
army to a certain strength, to keep it at that
strength, to see that the men are equipped
and are able to do the job entrusted to
them. That is all he is concerned about.
The people who are producing the food
with which to feed the soldiers, and those
who are getting the raw material to make
the rifles and munitions that the soldiers
will use have their jobs also. It is the
Government's job to see that the whole
economy works in a proper fashion. It is
inevitable that there will be a great deal
of dislocation and chaos. Some industries
will have more than their share of man-
power, for some reason or other, and some
will have less, but the military authorities
could not decide that question because
they know nothing about it. That is a
matter entirely for the Government. A
survey by competent men-a complete
and thorough survey-must be made to
ascertain which industries have to be
maintained at a certain level and which
must, by the very nature of things, be al-
lowed to Languish for the time being.
That is a job that the military authorities
Cannot Undertake, because they know
nothing about it.

The Premier: That is what they are
doing.
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The Minister for Agriculture: They are
making the decision to take the men.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course they are. This
matter has been worrying the Common-
wealth Government for months. Not only
is there difficulty in the rural industries,
but there is also difficulty in the mining
industry, and as between the services, as
members will s~ee, for I shall give them
information from some newspaper cuttings.
On the 27th April of this year a statement
was made in Canberra with regard to
potato-growing, as follows:

Regulations have beeni gazetted for the f or-
mnation of dii Aust raliau potato committee.

Further on the article states-
Control of the potato industry has become

niecessar 'y because of its importance as an
arth le of foodi. and the unsatisfactory produc-
tirni position which has existed for several
rears. It is intended to increase Australian
production -y5 per cent.
The military authorities did not say that,
nor are they concerned about that. All
they do is to send men to the market to
buy potatoes when they are there. It is
the Government's job to see that there
are available sufficient men and sufficient
fertilisers to step up that production by
50 per cent. Regard has to be given to
that side of production. We have this
statement from Canberra on the 29th
April, reported in the " West Australian "
of the 30th April, headed "War and In-
dustry- Men on Essential Work. Question
of Exemption."

The Armny (lid not wish to filch men from
skillcdi essential industries but sometimes this
understanding has resulted from a variety of
causes, said the, Minister for Labour (Mr.
Ward) -yesterday. He was commenting on com-
plaints by the Minister for Aircraft Produc-
tion (Mr. Cameron) that skilled men were be-
inug taken from the aircraft industry for the
Army.

go, there is even trouble between the ser-
vices where the Army calls up men already
engaged in aircraft production. In the
" West Australian " of the 5th May, on the
same question, we have this heading,
" Rural Industries. Provision of Manpower.
A Diffioctdt Problem." The report states-

The problem of determining to what extent
primary prodoction will be allowed to continue
in Australia is complicated by the arrival of
Allied Forces lhere and the prospect of stil
greater numbers to come. This is the view of
the Minister for War Organisation of Indus-
try (Mr. Dedman) who said today that pro-
vision of manpower for rural industries was
continually under review, but it was a very

[1201I

difficult problem. He was referring to state.
ments that manpower in rural industries bad
been cut more than those industries could
possibly bear.

The Commonwealth Minister is, therefore,
fully aware of the position of rural industries.
Hie says it is a difficult problem. Later the
report goes on-

The first question which had to be decided
was the scale on which the Government thought
primary production ought to be continued
aIssum1ing that one could make a decision on
the scale of production required to meet all
circumistanees.

On the 5th May, following on the same
subject, we ba-ve this heading, "Primary
Products. Australia's Need. Problem of
Processing "-and members will realise that
just as it is important to grow the produce
so it is important to preserve it if it cannot
be all consumed at once in order that it may
be available later. Certain processing has
therefore to be carried out, and it needs
manpower. This report is from Melbourne,
the 5th May, anti iS as follows :

An officer of the Department of Supply said
today that no primary products would be ex-
ported from Australia this year until full pro-
vision has been made for thie Australian and
Allied fighting services and the civilian popu-
lation. Main raw materials, lie said, were in
over supply. At present there were consider-
able surpluses of sugar, rice, mueat and wheat
and the principal problem that had to be faced
was that of processing or converting these pro-
dlucts into foodstuffs that could be stored.
Undur date, Canberra, the 6th May, again
on the same problem, we have this heading
in the " West Australian," " Manpower
Problem. Sowing of Crops. Temporary
Release from A.JLK." The report is as fol-
l ows :

Under certain conditions seasonal leave for
the sowing of crops will be granted to AL.IF
personnel drawn from rural districts. The
Minister for the Army (Mr. Forde) said that
maxrimum leave would be three wecks and that
it would be without pay. Leave would be
granted at the disfretin of the commanding
officer.

Mr. Patrick: That makes it a military
affair.

Mr. TONKIN:. The report continues-
Officers, N.A.O.s and specialists would not

be granted leave. Other ranks who had not
completed three months' training also would
be ineligible for leave. Those granted leave
would be required to pay travelling costs and
could be recalled at 24 hours' notice. NO
leave would be granted which would take a men
beyond the State of his present station unless
it was possible for him to rejoin his unit within
24 hours.
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Further on, under the same date, we have
the heading, " Rural Indu~tries Relief"
and this report-

Men will be released from the Army, inmne-
diately to give relief to manpower shortage
in the wheat, fruit-pickting, dairying, wool cud
other industries, it was announced in the House
of Representatives today by the Minister for
Labour (Mr. Ward). In replying to -Mr. Wil-
son (Ind., Vie.), Mr. Ward said that the re-
lief would be temporary pending a review of
manpower as it aff.ets the rural iudustry gena-
erally.

Finally, we have the leading article in the
" West Australian " of' the 7th May. This,
very pointedly, directs our attention to
what the problem is--

Art officer of the Department of Supply in
Melbourne said on Tuesday that no primary
products would be exported from Australia
this year until full provision had been made
for the Australian and Allied fighting ser-
vices and the civilian population. That is rea-
sonable enough; nor can any complaint be
made of the emphaqis made by the Prime Min-
ister (Mr. Curtin) on that function of the
newly constituted Allied Supply Council which
is to ascertain the minimum essential needs
for the maintenance of the civil population in
Australia. Military needs must come first, and
so long as civilians can obtain at fair prices a
sufficiency of nourishing foods it will be no
great hardship to adjust consumer tastes to
whatever commodities happen to be available.

later on-
Australia's primary industries, after 236

years of war, are now in such a chaotic state
that they demand drastic rationalisation.

I submit that that is the problem. It
would not be reasonable to allow any author-
ity to exempt persons who apply for exemp-
tions from the Army to go to work on
uneconomic farms. The whole question
has to be considered. That would simply
be a waste both ways. The industry as. a
whole has to be regarded. It is somebody's
job in this nation, surely, to see that the
number of men required in the various
departments of production, whether they
be in rural industry or in secondary industry,
are available. Then it is a matter of evi-
dence and fact to decide whether a person
should be exemnpted or not, but it would not
follow that every man who worked on a
farm should be exempted because the farmer
sad he required his labour and could not
carry on without it.

The Premier! We quite agree.
Mr. Watts: Who said it should be so?
Mr. TONKIN:- I an suggesting the mili-

tary authorities would net know anything
about that.

Mr. Patrick:; You areo placing the military
man in charge of it.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not say anything of
the sort.

Mr. Patrick: One of the cuttings from
which you have read stated that.

Mr. TONKIN : There is even difficulty
at the present time in the manning of
tin mines. The people in Tasmania com-
plain that there is a shortage of manpower
in those mines; yet tin is a commodity most
urgently required in Australia's war pro-
duction. Is it not clear to members that
if there is a shortage of manpower in such
an industry as tin mining, and if there is a
difficulty as between serviced, where the
Air Force is taking men engaged in munition
work and the Army is taking men engaged
in aircraft production, that the whole thing
mus t be dealt with by a competent body
and some policy laid down? We should
not have a gmaLl1 committee here and a
simall committee there to decide what are
the needs of this and that industry, nor
should it be a committee consisting of miii-
tary men who, I submit, know nothing at
all about the matter. The only thing a
military man knows anything about is that
ho requires a certain number of men to
keep his unit up to strength ; that the law
limits him to a certain pool or reservoir, and
all the military officer can do is to issue call-
up notices to men within the stipulated age
groups. Thie responsibility of the Army
authorities is to get their required numbers,
and they will do their best to do that.

Mir. Seward:; Would they not be able to
advise the appeal committee of any change
in the military requirements ?

Mr. TONKIN: They are there to see that
they get their numbers. The representative
of the military, at every sitting of the
committee, I suggest would say, 11I require
a certain number of men and am not getting
them, and I must have them. Therefore
I will take them and argue the point after-
wards." What I object to is having a
committee which permits the military
authorities to decide this question, because
it is a question about which they know
nothing. They require a certain number
of men and are not concerned about any
argument as to a man being needed on a
farm. This does not mean a thing to a
representative of the military. He says,
" I want so many men by Monday to fill,
up this battalion, company or unit and
keep it up to strength. I have certain
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limits laid down by the Government. I
am confined to those limits and must get
the men."

But it is for the Government to decide,
just as it imposes the age limits, the extent
of the present pooi available to the military.
Then the military could make its call-ups
from that pooi. If cases of hardship
occurred, appeals could be made. At pre-
sent all sorts of extraordinary things are
occurring. I know of an instance of the
R.A.AF. having taken men away from
munition production into the Air Force
to wash spark plugs with petrol. They say
they have a perfect right to do it. Accord-
ig to the cuttings I have quoted, the Minis-

ter for Aircraft Production mentioned the
case of a man having been taken from
aircraft production and put in as a mess
steward in the R.A.APF. The Minister
himself quoted that case.

The Minister for Mines: It is possible,
too.

Mr. TONKIN. Of course it is. If those
difficulties are occurring as between the
services and Ministers, something better
is required to deal with the gituation.
My view is that having regard to the fact
that the Conmmonwealth Government is
aware of the difficulties, the Premier should
direct the Prime Minister's attention to the
very rave position confr-onting our in-
du~tries through lack of a proper and
reasonable authority to decide this question.
The Premier should ask the Prime Minister
to investigate the matter thoroughly with
a view to doing the right thing. It should
be brought home to him that the military
men are not the ones to decide this question
because they will look at it from one angle
only. When they make their decisions,
they adhere to the law and to regulations
with the utmost rigidity. I have never yet
discovered a military man who showed
any imagination when called upon to decide
a question if he had regulations bearing
upon the matter. He reads the regulations
and says, "~ The regulations state so-and-so.
I will stick to them."

The regulations so far as the call-up is
concerned are that in a certain degree of
priority men shall be called up within
certain age groups. They are called up,
and then somebody says, "Tom Jones,
who has been called up, should not go into
camp because he is required on the farm."
Apart from that, his ease is on all-fours
with that of Bill Smith. The military

authorities cannot make a proper decision
on the case because they know nothing
about outside circumstances. They will
call up men in accordance with the regula-
tions issued by the Government.

On various occasions I have made repre-
sentations to get men exempted from service
because I considered they had strong cases
for exemption-cases in line with those
envisaged in the motion now befort. the
House. I have been told by the military
officer, "I have to get a certain number
of men. I sent out so many call-up notices.
I have had so many returned through the
dead-letter office, thus reducing the number
available. I have been advised that some
of the persons called up have died or have
gone elsewhere, Clearly, unless all these
men come along, I shall be short in my
numbers. If I am not short, I will recon.-
sider the application you are making for
exemption. If I cannot get my numbers,
you have no hope." This indicates that
the question is decided upon the needs of the
military officer so far as his unit is concerned.
If he gets his number, he is prepared to
consider other questions.

But the cases that would he put forward
on behalf of the rural industries would be
cases of merit in themselves, not to be
judged by the standard whether the mili-
tary authorities have their particular needs,
but to be judged by the standard whether
the industry is in such a position that it
requires the retention of those men. The
military authorities will not look at the
question from that angle ; they will consider
it from that angle only if their numbers
for that call-up are assured, in which case
they will probably postpone the call-up of
certain individuals until the next call-up
in two or three months' time. When that
time comes, the individual will find himself
in the same position as before. In a number
of instances men have obtained exemption
once or twice, and have eventually been
called up at a time when the need for them
to remain in their jobs was greater than
when they obtained exemption in the first
instance. This occurs because the view of
the military authorities is that the first
essential is to bring their units up to strength.
I submit that they will not consider any
other angle until they have safeguarded
themselves on that point.-

If that is the position-and I maintain
that it is--it is of no use having military
men on such a tribunal. The policy must
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be laid down by the Goverment, and it
should be someone else's job to decide
whether the application comes within the
stipulation of the regulations. For some
time I have realised that this matter must
be attended to. It is just as vital that food-
stuffs be produced and supplies maintained
as it is that men be trained and kept in the
Army-just as vital, neither mere nor less.
It is certainly not less vital that certain
metals be produced because, unless we
get the requisite raw materials, we cannot
have equipment produced to keep the army
in the field, and it is useless to have an army
in the field that is ill-equipped and not
properly fed.

Thus the whole problem has to be regarded
in a proper light and a balance struck and the
right thing done by all the services. I say
it is not a question of first of all getting
the units uip to strength irrespective of
what happens elsewhere. The problem
must be considered as one indivisible whole,
and due regard paid to the production side.
the equipment side and the training side.
I think the House will pass the motion,
but whatever happens, we should not lay
too great a stress upon the authority that
we desire to see set uip. Let us drive homne
to the Commonwealth Government that
these industries must receive consideration
and that the whole of the say should not
be left to the military authorities. If we
do that and theG Commonwealth agrees, weC
shall get somewhere.

[31r. J. Hegney took the Chair.]

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [3.35]: 1
wish to add a few words in support of this
motion. I regret to see in it the words
"Release of men for this purpose." That
is the stage which we have reached owing
to the activities of the past, according to
the member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin). If we do not carry the motion we
shall not he making even a start towards
endeavouring to overcome something that
has taken place. I feel in full sympathy
with all other members and with every other
person wanting to see the Army uip to its
full strength, fully equipped, and properly
fed. In the past it has been a question of
getting Army strength, irrespective of
interference with any industry. I shall
not say much regarding the A.I.F., the
men who volunteered for active service;
but I know that after their enlistment we

had in my district and also throughout the
South-West what are called garrisons, made
up of men possibly too old for service
oversea. Those men gave their services at
week-ends, in Sunday parades and drill,
and also during the week, when they could
be called at any time. Collie has a local
garrison of over 500 mein, but those men
are still functioning in induitry.

In the case of Bunbury, the entire gar-
rison has been removed for home defence
somewhere on the coast. Those men from
the farm in the South-West were, like the
men of Collie, prepared to undertake home
defence if it shiould be needed. When they
were formed into a group and put into
camp. this step was taken irrespective of
whether they were essential to their own
industry of farmning. They simply had to
go into camp. I could quote instances
where dairy farmers were taken from their
farms and for that reason had to let their
herds, go dry. After that they were allowed
to return to their faring, which under such
conditions wvere practically useless to them.
Action should have been taken to ensure
that those men would not be removed from
their dairy farms. Some of our best and
most prosperous farmers are selling out for
lack of manpower, and their cattle are
going elsewhere. I know that a legislator
in another Chamber has evcn dispensed with
his sheep. It had taken hini 20 years to
build uip a stud flock, and lie could not get
manpower even sufficient to look after
sheep-the least laborious job in ordinary
circumstances. He had to sacrifice his
whole flock because he could not secure
assistance. For that reason I do not like
the word " relief " appearing in the motion.
The Bunbury garrison men, who were
farmers and wvorkers of va,'ious sorts in the
South-West, if they hatl been allowed to
remain in garrison, could have discharged
their military duties by drilling on Sundays
and on week nights. For the purpose of
service they could have been called together
within half an hour at any time, as there are
bitumen roads throughout the area, besides
other transport facilities, and telephones
also are available. The time has arrived
when it is essential to do something to
prevent a recurrence of the case of the
Bunbury garrison.

I have experience also of orchardists,
men who have pioneered the district, grown
old on their holdings, and handed them
over to their sons. Now the sons have
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been taken to garrison, and the old men
are left to run the properties. Some of them
are upwards of 70 years of age, and find it
practically impossible to carry on. A
woman who had been left on her husband's
property by reason of his being sent on
garrison duty, camne here to see me the
other day. The wife said she and her
husband were practically broke, their fruit
having been destroyed by black cockatoos.
'If an orchardist decides today that he will
pick certain fruit for marketing tomorrow,
he may find, when he comes to pick it,
that none of it is fit for sale. If, on the
other hand, someone had been available
to frighten away the cockatoos and pick
the fruit, those men would still be on their
properties. Such cases occur in my district
day by day. I have known Benger Swvamp
ever since it has been in existence.

Members : Oh !
Mr. WITHERS: Well, ever since it has

been under cultivation. Trouble has always
been encountered there because the season
is very short. The farmers have to get
on to the land immediately it is hard
enough to get on, and plant the crop. If
they get another inch of rain next week,
there will be reason to doubt whether they
will get a crop at all. If there are heavy
rains at the latter end of April and the
beginning of May, the farmers there
have to resort to what is called bandi-
cooting. In any case, it is essential to hlave
as many men as possible available to get
the crops off quickly. To harvest crops
of the description grown there takes a deal
of manpower. I was very pleased to hear
the Minister for Lands state that he has been
making other labour available for the pur-
pose of redeemning valuable crops at Benger.

I am in agreement with the suggestion
to include the fanning and pastoral in-
dustries in the motion as being essential.
Some industries possibly are not as essential
as others ; and if we confine the motion
to industries that are absolutely essential,
the military authorities will not have
anything to complain of. Even at the
present time we are not able to provision
our troops by reason of actions taken
by military authorities, according to the
member for North-East Fremantle (Air.
Tonkin). Let us have anl alteration such as
described in the amendment, which rep-
resents an endeavour to keep up the pro-
duction necessary for the feeding of our
troops. I amn pleased that the motion has

been amended and I say that with all due
respect to the Leader of the Opposition.

It is wvise to include a representative of
the Agricultural Department, because that
officer is in a position to know not only the
manpower requirements of given districts,
but will also have a very good idea as
to whether an applicaltion is genuine. I
think the choice of such a representative
would be better than the selection of a
magistrate. I merely rose to support the
motion because I appreciate the position.
As I indicated before, men have pioneered
the South-West and have handed on their
farms to their sons. Now the sons, in
turn, have had to hand the farms back to
their aged parents, and the old men cannot
carry on without assistance.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [3.46]:
Many phases of the problem have
been traversed since the debate was initi-
ated this morning, and I shall deal
with one aspect only, one suggested as a
result of the amendment submitted by the
Minister for Agriculture. In the first
place, I disagree somewhat with the
views eniiniiatcd 1w the mlembe)r for North-
East Fremantle (Mir. Tonkin), particularly
when he saidl that the production side of
the problem represented no concern of the
Defence Department. I remind that hall.
member that wvhen any inutstrial upheaval
of a serious nature has developed, in which
the defence of the nation was affected, action
has been taken by the military' authorities.
During the last war the military authori-
ties We1re obliged to release men from ser-
vice iii order that production could be main-
taiaed. That applied throughout the Comn-
nionwealth.

The old axiom that an army marches onl
its stomach still holds good. Should those
engaged in primary produetioii decide that
the growing of foodstuffs did not pay them
and, as a result, they left their farms in a
body, the Defence Department would take
,steps to so organise the industry that the
necessary suipplies of foodstuffs would be
forthcoming in order to keep the soldiers
physically fit. The technique associated
with present-day military operations is
somewhat different from that which oh-
tamned in wars a hundred years ago. For that
reason I consider the suggestion advanced
liv the Minister for Agriculture regarding
the organisation of a corps of men formerly
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engaged in ag-ricultural operations who
could be used for essential seasonal opera-
tions as Oceasionr warranted, is well worthy
of serious consideration. No doubt it will
be said that l~tivuletion 54 or Regulation 8S
will not allow thttt to be done, but I sug-
gest that rei-ulatioiis of that description
should be carried out in a proper spirit and
should not lbe applied in a hidebound mn-
ner.

T know of many men who are doing prac-
tically nothing in military camps todayI yet
their services, would be of 'great value Onl
farms. It those men could he released from
military duties for the time being, the pay
difficulty- as between the Defence Depart-
ient and private employers could be adjust-
ed simply if (lhe will to do0 so prevailed.
The motion will nit-an tlie creation of still an-
other board. I believe that 67 boards, qnite
apart fromt Parliamentary committees, have
been set up since the inception of the war
to deal with various aspects of defence and
supply problem. . fIn this instance, however,
the board will he positive in character. It
will be able to strike a reasonable balaince
between the needs of the Defence Depart-
ment and those of primary industries. The
member for -North-East Fremantle said that
the militaryv authorities would not de-
viate one inch front their attitulde that
they must have every available man, but I
would remind him of the position in coin-
neetion. with the Arbitration Court, which
has been funtioning for many years. Ini
most major miatters brought before that
court the workers' representative usuially
disagr-ees with the views of the employers!
represenitative, an(l the President of tlhe Ar-
bitration Court, who has hand a legal train-
ing and is iii a position to weigh the pros,
aind cons, reaches~ the final decision. Tak-
ing the p)osition that would he created if
effect were given to thep suggestion of thel
Minister, the military officer would sub-
mit his views, and the representa-
tive of the farming onmmunity would state
the position as hie saw it. Then the chair-
man, who, it is; suggested, should be an offi-
cer of the Agricultural Depairtment, would
arrive at what hev considered the prope1 r de-
cision.

I wish to deal briefly with the position re-
garding shearing operatiotis. I was amazed
to bear the member for Beverley (M1kfr.
Mann) state that lie held a letter from a
military officer who said that shearing- w;as

not regarded its an essential occupation. For
sonie rime past 1, with others including re-
presentatives of the North-West, have been
endeavouring to formulate a Scheme for the
organisation of the industry in the pastoral
areas, and I am very pleased to state that
we have reached what I think will he re-
garded as a satisfactory arrangement. The
schemne will cover the north-western pastoral
arias, as well as those in districts lower
s-outh. If adopted, it will make for efficient
working, with a minimum of maiipower re-
quaired, Unfortunately, for sonic years re-
curring droug-hts have militated against pas-
toral operations in northern parts, with the
result that many thousands of sheep died
fromi starvation. While flocks have been de-
pleted. there- air.- many sheep to be haiidled]
under existintW conditions.

For sonmc tine piast now, the practice
has beemi for a team of shearers to he
employed by a contractor and transported
by truck through the northern areas for a
run of the sheds. Frequently shearers were
obliged,' when one shed had cut out, to sit
clown for two or three weeks before another
shed was ready to start operations. When
there was no shtortage of shearers, that posi-
tion was to an extent tolerated. The delays
were perhaps unavoidable, although the pas-
torn lists endecavoured to organise their runs.
Now,, however, the contractors are naturally
interested in getting as many sheds through
as possible, and they endeavour to do that
by contracting for the work early in the
sea sonl. In the past the time spent by
shearers in waiting for operations to corn-
inence represented an economic waste. The
point I am making is that Mr. Murray has
recommended to the Agricultural Banik
Commissioners, thant shearing in the farmn-
ing areas mnight very well be car-
ried on in the months of April.
Mayi, arid June. 1 am not suggeslinz
whether this is wise or not. The report in
the "'West Australian" states-

The Commissioners, who fully realise the
erosdifficulty which has to be faced in the

coming shearing, and who recently received
a petition from 25 of the banks' clients urging
thein to secure the release from military ser-
vice of a man- on whomn they were all. depend-
ing to shear their sheep, endorsed Mr, Mur-
iray's suggestion.

Mr. 'Murray is the Wool Adviser of the
Department of Agriculture. I take it that
the shearer mentioned would be a man with
a two or three-stand plant. I would very
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much appreciate if the Minister, when he
replies, will say whether-

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Ilinister cannot
speak a second time to the motion.

Mr. WV. HEGNEY: If that is so, I shall
try to ascertain the information from him
privately. From inquiries I have made, I
believe the shearing in the fanning areas
will proceed as hitherto. Of course, the
Agricultural Bank may take steps to safe-

gard their clients from loss. The industry
has been organised to a certain extent in the
northern portion of the State. Shearers have
been assured of a minimum loss of time. As
a matter of fact, hecause of the good season,
I do not think there will be any lost time
between sheds. The average shearer who has
been through the North is a good- fast worker.
I suggest-it is not often that I make sug-
gestions to the farming community-that the
farmers take steps to organise a series of
runs on a proper basis. If that be done, it
will to a large extent alleviate the position
facing them.

Are. Mann: The farmers are already organ-
isung their runis.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am pleased to hear
that. As a rule, the average farmer, if be
finds that his next door neighbour wishes to
start shearing tomiorrow, wants to start
first.

Opposition members: No!
Mr. W. HEOXEY: Then he must have

improved within the last year or two.
Mr. Seward: He has.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Shearing is generally

,commenced at liellerberrin in the last week
of August. The shearers work southwards
and eventually' finish at INdt. Barker in No-
vember. 3Mr experience has been that the
average farmer who has a few hundred
-sheep is very- anxious to get his wool away
within a certain time, otherwvise he might
suffer a monetary loss. If my suggestion is
adopted, the farmers will have their shear-
ing done in an expeditious manner by a
mnnimnuni nlumber of highly-qualified
Shearers. The officer who wrote the letter
to the member for Beverley (Mr. Mann)
exhibits gross incompetency and ignorance
of the value and importance of the shear-
ing industry, which of course is part of the
wool-growing industry. Little does he know
of the northern portion of the State and of
the men who pioneered it. Those men are
carrying on the industry today despite set-
backs over which they have no control.

When the goidmining industry was at a
low ebb, the wool and wheatgrowing indus-
tries proved to be the sheet anchor of the
State. I do not believe for a moment that
the officer mentioned reflects the opinion of
the Federal Government; hut, in the inter-
ests of the wool-growing industry, the mat-
ter referred to by the member for Beverley
should be taken up with the Commonwealth
authorities and the true position ascertained.
I hope the Premier will lose no time in get-
ting into touch with the Prime Minister and
the members of the Federal Government.
If no reply is received within a reasonable
time, I hope the Premier will (1ispatch an-
other urgent message in no unmeasured lan-
guage requesting a reply of a definite nature.
This manpower question is nearing the nth
priority, let alone the third, and this House
should insist that our primary industries,
which men so much to the Statec, receive the
consideration to which they are justly en-
titled from the Federal Government. To
my own knowledge, two or three urgent mes-
sages have been sent by representatives of
this State to the Federal Government and
a proper reply has not been received. Should
the Premier not receive a satisfactory reply
within a reasonable time, he will have the
hacking of this House if he puts his requests
in the strongest possible language.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) (4.2]: 1
have a few words to say in support of the
motion. I would like to have iaeluded in
it other callings besides farming.

Hon. C. Gr. Latham: Let us get this one
first, as it is urgent. You might get Yours
later.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It would be interesting
for members and the people of Western Aus-
tralia to learn the number of enlistments
in Western Australia as compared with the
number in the Eastern States. It would be
interesting also to learn the inumber of men
of military age who are still free from the
incubus of military duty.

The Premier: Do not say "incubus." Say
"duty" or "responsibility."

'Mr. RAPHAEL: No. I will not say "duty"
or "responsibility." If all the other States
of the Commonwealth were four-square
with Western Australia and were contribut-
ing the same quota as we are, it would be
different. Members of football teams in
Melbourne should be called up for military
duty in the same way as are our footballers,
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instead of hiding under the pretence of do-
ing munitions work. It is one big bluff. The
footballers of Victoria all have jobs in muni-
tions factories, and I make that statement
with a true knowledge of what the position
is. We have been informed by the Press
that the football season in Victoria is to
continue as usual, but we know as a posi-
tive fact that our clubs-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon.
member going to connect football with the
motion?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I assert definitely that
I shall connect it with the manpower qjues-
tion and with the motion. As I say, the foot-
ball teams of Victoria are going to continue
their competitions, and they are composed
of men of military age. In Western Aus-
tralia, football will be carried on by boys
belonging to police clubs. If men in Victoria
can be exempted from military duty in order
to play football, under the cloak of 'work-
ing in munitions factories, why cannot we he
allowed sufficient men to carry on essential
primary industries? What is the Federal
Government doing about it? It must know
the position. It must know that Western
Australia is being treated unjustly not only
from the military standpoint, but from
every other angle.

Mr. Hughes: Why dlid you not ask
Senator Fraser when he was at Victoria
Park the other day?

Mr. RAPHAEL: He could not see me.
Hle seemed to see over my head, though I
did speak to him on a couple of occasions.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member should not be distracted by inter-
3ections.

M1r, RAPHAEL: I am sorry. I was led
astray. We have seen what has been hap-
pening. Certain men in the Federal Houses
of Parliament who arc of military age are
going to he called up, and the members of
Parliament are going to stiffer the indignity
of having to shave themselves. A man has
been installed in Parliament House for that
purpose all this time! Wool is an essential
commodity for carrying on this war; it is
as important as guns and gunpowder, be-
cause people must be clothed. In spite of
that, mcii can be released from military
duty to play football while others cannot be
released to performa such an essential Job
as shearing. I hope that when the Premier
submits this motion to the Federal authori-

tics, he will ask why men have been released
to play football while farmers who are asked
to grow 30,000 tons more vegetables for the
use of the Army cannot obtain manpower
to enable them to do so. I do not know
-whether they expect us to grow the extra
produce in Parliament House grounds in the
little 3 x 3 plot that has been established
here!

Men are idling their time behind barbed
wire when they could be doing a more im-
portant job. We have been told of a man
marching up and down outside Pearce with
a fixed bayonet. I do not think anybody
could do very much harm if he got in there.
The road is closed but access can lie had to
the grounds from the other side. There
are many men in the Military and] in the
Air Force who are doing nothing at all. As
I said to the Leader of the Opposition, by
way of interjection, there are hundreds of
men in Australia, as many as 5,000 or 6,000
-over a brigade-who are idle, and they
constitute wasted manpower on the Air
Force Reserve list. They woould be better
occupied on farms doing cultivation work.
If they cannot do that, why not put them in-
to active work in the Arm1y and release men
from the Army who can do farmi work?

The Minister for Mines: That is the ques-
tion: Why?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The reason is- that there
has been a military muddle fr-om beg-in-
ning to end. They have been trying to put
a square hottle into a round hole. There
are architects with the rank of captain wvho
arc probably purchasing cabbages at £4 a
bag at the market, while cabbage merchant.,
are supervising operations for the military.
It is one continual muddle. One Government
official, speaking to me, referred to the zebra
farm in Francis-street. I did not see the
point for a while hut later I understood he
was referring to the number of men there
who have stripes. I support the motion.

MR. THORN (Toodyny) [4.101: r
wrould like to add a few words to this debate
which up to date has been most interesting.
This is one of the very diffeult problems with
which we are faced today. I feel confident
that if the military authorities will listen
seriously to this Chamber and accept the-
assistance we are so eager to render them inr
solving this v'ery vexed question, the situa-
tion will be considerably relieved.
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The Minister for Agriculture: IUfortun-
ately they usually regard our advice as inter-
ference.

Mr. THORN: Unfortunately, they do!I
They do not seem to like us to voice our
opinion but it would be as well if they were
to understand that at present Parliament is
in charge of affairs and not the Military. We
are here to represent large sections of the
community and we are quite entitled to ex-
press our opinion. This is a very difficult
question for the Military authorities to
handle, and they need all the assistance that
can possibly be rendered to them by the citi-
zens of this State. If there were a thorough
combing of all sections of industry in this
State, many thousands of men could be found
who are not carrying on essential work.

The Minister for Agriculture: There should
be a combing of the Military Department,
too.

Mr. THORN: Yes. As a matter of fact,
the Minister for the Army issued an instruc-
tion that all men of military age at military
headquarters in each State should be trans-
ferred to active field units, but the instruc-
tion has not been carried out. We have
headquarters today that are overrun with
young men whose jobs, I feel sure, could be
carried out by older men.

Mr. Waraer: Whom do you blame for
that?7

Mr. THORN: That is difficult to say.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not
relevant to the motion.

Mr. THORN: That is so and I am not
going to allow the member for Mt. Marshall
to lead me off the track. A few moments
ago when the Minister was speaking
I made rather a cruide interjection which
I hope he did not misunderstand. He re-
ferred to the necessity for labour for mar-
keting our potato cr0o). That is a serious
and burning question. When I interjected
that we haven't the stomach to handle the
question, I was referring to those in control
and that is the Federal Government. It is
very embarrassing to those of us of the
British race to learn of what is going on in
the South-West today. I have heard the
same as the Minister for Agriculture has
heard, namel 'y, that many aliens are demand-
ing £2 a day for digging potatoes.

The Minister for Agriculture: Would you
not like to see them on military pay?

Mr. THORN: Definitely. Enemy aliens
have been released to assist their countrymen
to get these potato crops in and to take
them off. Yet we find that men of our own
flesh and blood cannot secure labour to sow
or harvest a crop. If we have the stamina
I hope we have, we ought to forma those
people into labour battalions and make them
do the work for our people, and not release
them to assist their countrymen.

The Minister for Agriculture: Malke them
do work for the nation.

Mr. THORN: Yes. I had quite a long
experience in Europe during the last war
together with other members in this Cham-
ber. I was in Europe for three years and
I saw what went on there. When I see what
we of the British race will allow to occur in
this country, things that Germany and other
nations would not tolerate for one moment,
I am led to the conclusion that we are too
considerate. We talk about baying regard
to international law and other aspects of
warfare, but we are too soft altogether and
I think it is a disgrace to us-though I do
not know if tbat is the right word to use-
that we should allow such a position to exist
as obtains in the South-West.

I am sure we are all in earnest over this
matter and are united in a desire to solve
the manpower problem with which we are
faced. I can quite understand the military
juan %;aiting to maintain the strength of
his unit. He is imbued with the Army, , and
the Army is our defence. We are all grate-
ful to it today for what it has done and
what it will dIo for us. But wve do not
want to adopt the short-sighted policy of
neg-lecting the production of foodstuffs with
which to feed it. If the Army will accept
this motion in the spirit in which it i. put
forward, and accept the assistance we can
render to it, we can be helpful. There are
difficulties. We can refer to our own dis-
tricts. I have lived in the Swan district
for the last 28 or 80 years. I took uip land
there before the last war and I have seen
the district grow. I see things happenig
in my district which the Army has noa chance
of tracing. It has not the knowledge. I
was Customs officer in that area for sevenr
years under the Dried Fruits Act, before
I entered this Chamber. I know what I
am tailking about. There are many hasp-
penings the military has no hope of tracing,
but I can render assistance in that direc-
tion.
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The Minister for Agriculture: What did
they say in answer to a letter the member
for Pingelly wrote them?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

31r. THORN: There was an officer who
went oversea and who is imbued with the
Army aspect and side of the situation. He
made a mistake. I know he wvill not make
it again. I do not like singling out one
person, but I could tell this House of a
very interesting little incident. I wili give
110 indication as to who is the person In
question beyond saying that he is connected
with horseracing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is hie connected with
this motion?

Mrl. THORN: Yes, manpower. He has
been warned to report for military servie
on two or three occasions, and each time
he sees somebody and gets ont of doing- his
military training-

Mr. Cross: By a medical certificate-?
Mr. THORN: No. He simply sees the

right personi.
The Minister for 'Mines: What is his

weight?
Mr. THORN: This is his weight: His

wife sent a message to tue in these terms,
-I hope you will piut his weight lip so that
be can do something useful for his country
instead of playing lpoker all day and escap-
ing military service when called upon." I
have listened with great pleasure to the
earnest discussion in this Chamnber today
and the endeavour to straighten out the
difficult questions with which we are faced.
I know the motion will be wholeheartedly
supported.

MR. F. 0. L. SMITE (Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe) [4.19]: The primary industries
are confronted with a problem in this State
that should be resolved through a list of
reserved occupations, and not through a pro-
posal to withdraw from the Army some of
those men who have already been called up
for military service. It has nothing to do
with the argument that we know there are
in the Army men who, for the moment,
are not engaged on very important military
activities and who could, if they were re-
leased, be available for work in the primary
industries. It is the duty of the authorities
who control the army to maintain it at its
fullest possible strength, and have it at all

times ready for action. That is the view-
point the military authorities will take when
this proposition is placed before them.

Mr. Mann: There is a limit to what the
Army can do. You could not have 4,000,000
men under arms in Australia with no one to
support them.

Mr. F. C. L. SMIITH: I agree with the
member for North-East Fremaantle (Mr.
Tonkin) that this is not a problem which has
anything to do with the military authorities.
I know too what will be their attitude to-
wards this motion. During the progress of
the war, and during the call-up of men for
military service in this country before the
manpower priorities were properly organ-
ised, certain men were called up from the
mining industry-certain young men under
25 years of age. Representations were made
to the military authorities to hare them re-
leased so that they could be returned to the
mining industry. Those men were released.

Subsequently when the manpower priori-
ties were fixed atid the place of the mining
industry in these priorities was established,
the military authorities began to call uip fur-
tlhcr men. The age limit for skilled -workers,
for instance, was raised from 25 to 30 years.
They did not, however, call up the men who
had heen returned as a result of representa-
tions. They told the member for Hannans
and myself that their attitude towards the
position was; this, that if any of these
younger men, who were now back in the min-
ing industry, wanted to re-enlist, they would
have to bring with them a letter from their
employers saying that they (the employers)
were willing to release them, because the mili-
tary authorities were not going to have these
men bouncing backwards and forwards from
industry to military and from military to
industry.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why not?
Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: That is the attitude

they adopted. I did not ask them why.
Mr. Rodoreda: That is the point-why

not?0
'Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I have already sa

why not. I think it is a reasonable attitude
for the military authorities to adopt. Their
job is to build up the Army in this country
to its fullest possible strength and maintain
it at all times ready for action. That is
why not! A contrast between the conduct
of the war in Great Britain on this occasion
and in 1014-18 finds its; greatest emphasis in
the control of manpower. The authorities
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have established a Ministry of Labour for
the purpose of controlling and co-ordinating
manpower. During the 1914-18 war, all the
military authorities were opposed to the con-
trolling of manpower. Lord Kitchener was
definitely against men being maintained in
so-called reserved occupations when they
could be used for military purposes. So
also was General Poch, who expressed the
military attitude of that day, which, to a
great extent, is the military attitude of to-
day.

But the need for workers in essential
services is appreciated in Great Britain today
and, for the purpose of controlling it and
ensuring that the necessary workers will be
retained to essential industries, a long list of
reserved occupations has been compiled and
a huge organisation of provincial committees,
with a central advisory committee, has been
built up to advise the Ministry of Labour.
The whole problem could be handled in the
same way in this country. It should be
organised by the central Government.

Mr. Hughes: We have a list of reserved
oeecupations.

M1r. F. C. L. SMITH: I know we have, and
the motion emphasises that it is not operat-
ing effectively. Perhaps it wvould he more
advisable for us to make a recommendation
to the Commonwealth Government that farm-
ing should be included in the list of reserved
oet-upntious, if it is not already there. I do
not know whether it is or not. This problem
is ono that rightly belongs to the central
authority, and should he controlled by it
through a system of provincial committees
and a central advisory committee responsible
to a Ministry of Labour.

I can see what would happen if the pro-
posal put forward hero today were given
effect. If the military authorities agreed to
it-I doubt very much whether they -would
-and if, after it was established, several
applications were ranted, the proposed com-
mittee would be snowed-up with applications.
From the north to the south of this country,
iii connection with the pastoral industry and
the agricultural industry, there would be
application from each and every part for
the release of manpower from the Army in
order to afford assistance in various phases
of primary production, and so the whole
cheme as proposed here would ultimately
become imlpracticable. Some members might
consider it a step in the right direction. It
is a Step. and a very small step: it is a step

that the Commonwealth Government should
take if it finds that the manpower priorities
are not working effectively.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) (4.30]:
I find myself very much in agreement with
the motion as amended. One speaker re-
ferred to the importance of wool in the war
effort. Front what I can see, the great use
of wvool in the wvar effort is to pull it over
the people's eyes. All the arguments ad-
vaiiec in- the Member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe (11r. F. C. L. Smith) only em-
phasised the necessity for a motion of this
des4cription. Hec said the military authori-
tics would not agree to it. Of course they
would ntot. We are not asking them to
agrve to it. The motion asks the Prime
M1inisler to put it into effect, not to ask the
military authorities to agree to it. On that
hio,s thle hon. member was unsound.

%eare not asking the military authori-
tit'S to decide this issue we are Suggesting
thot one military representative he appoint-

odon a hoard of three, and I fail to see
how that can he construed into meaning that
U. ilare asking the military authorities to de-
c-ide it. It appears to me that the whole
thing boils down to the outstanding fact
that there is very little co-operation what-
ever between the military chiefs and the
c-ivilian departments;. This is not a warl that
the ArmYv alone is; fighting. This ix not a
war such as Waterloo, where the nation eut-
ployed 10,000 mercenaries, or paid soldiers.
to fight its battle, saying, "This does not af.
feet us, hut if you get beaten, we shall send
you a few more men."

lion. N. Kteenan:- Waterloo wvas f ought by
Militia troops.

Mr. RODOREDA: Perhaps I am wrong
in mentioning Waterloo, but that certainly
was the position in some of the other wars.
Those wars were not a matter for tltr'
civilian population. On this occasion, how-
ever, the civilians are just as much involved
us the military forces, and the civilian effort
is; more important than any effort the miii-
tar 'v can make. What is the use of having
anl army in the field if there are not enouigh
civilians to provide it with equipment and
food?7

There is a point in Australia beyond
which we cannot go, numerically' , as regards
the defence forces. The Commonwealth
Government, or someone in athority, has
to decide where that point is. If we over-
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step the muark, our whole system must break
down. I do not knomv where the mark is;
I have not the facts; but the matter has to
be determined before we can say that this
industry or that must have exemption. A
nation of 7,000,000 people can put into the
field and support a certain number of sol-
diers. That is what the motion boils down
to, and the question has to be decided
promptly by somebody. From my observa-
tion, I have formned the opinion that there
tire too miany lien in the fighting forces now.

M1r. 'Seward: We certainly would have
need of them if we had had anything like
the number of casualties sustained in the
1914-18 war.

2)r. RODOREI)A: It would be impossible
to have too many men in the fighting forces
if we had the civilian population to feed
them, but the relationship betwveen these twvo
sections has to be fixed by somebody. other-
wise there will be utter chaos. It is not a
bit of use having an army so large that the
civilian population cannot support it,
That way we can expect only disaster. We
might as wvell be heaten in a hattle as be
beaten through lack of equipment or food.

Mr. Cross: We have had too mutch of that
already.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is the great
question which, to my mind, is involved in
this motion. rrhe result of passing the
motion may be the inauguration of a
thorough investigation of the whole posi-
tion. I presumne that the Commonwealth has
promised to raise a certain number of men
in order to help the United States forces
and, if it is found that too many have been
promised, the Commonwealth will have to
retract. I notice that in England men have
been taken out of the Army and put back
into coal production. England wvent too far
with enlistments, and a similar position
seems to have arisen in Australia. I can-
not speak for the whole Commonwealth, hut
my pprsonal observations lead me to be-
lieve that such is the position in this State.
I need not stress the importance of man-
power for shearing and other seasonal farm-
iag pursuits:. various members have done
that already; hut I point out the need for
running a fine-tooth comb through the Army
personnel itself. For instance, I see no rea-
son whatever why officers should have bat-
men. However, the trouble is; that our criti-
cisms get no further than this Chamber;
the ganie, cannot be beaten.

The military authorities practically con-
trol the, censorship. Ko other criticism tha
such ats is agreeable to the military authori-
ties is allowed to be published here. The-
civilian population is seething with discon-
tent about the way in which our Army is.
organised mid run. Every group of people.
conversing gives instances of what its mem-
bers know concerning this aspect. But are,
such criticisms published? Criticism pub-
lished in English papers, and cabled out to.
us, is far severer than any local criticism of
our military authorities. We have no criti-
cism whatever of the organisation of our
Army. As members of Parliament and as-
civilians alike, we are deeply interested in
the subject. We are paying for the war-
efflort. Our lives are affected by it. But
if civilians endeavour to be helpful they are-
told: "You have no right to offer sugges-
tions. We are the Army. We are the-
people." In wartime the Armyv controls the
nation. All we look for is the utmost pos-
sible efficiency.

To get back to the question of batmenr
Why should Australian clerks and business-
men coining from all sections of life, accus-
tomied to do everything for themselves, be
given a servant when they get into the,
Ar-my? They are not different men whenz
iii the Army, but simply civilians in urni-
form. In that respect there is enormous
waste of men. The higher officers may re-
quire someone to shine their boots for them,
hut I fail to see why every tinpot lieutenant
should have a servant to shine his boots and
a chauffeur to drive him around. Why
.should there be elaborate officers' messes
with stewards who have passed the test of
serving a seven-course dinner before they
are appointed! Why should the officers have
a mess at all! Why cannot they make shift
with a cafeteria? The country is short of
men to dig potatoes, to gather the harvest,
shear the sheep and milk the cows, while the
Army must have stewards running around
serving ineals to officers.

There are other matters calling for atten-
tion. A man Joins the transport suction of
the Army' and through his own ability and
efforts works lip to become an officer. His
familiarity with transport entitles him to
that position. But as soon as ever he be-
conies an offlicer, a chauffeur is appointed
to drive him around; and frequently th4
officer travels in fear of his life because of
the inefficiency of his chauffeur. However,
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it is military tradition for an offlicer to be
-driven by a chauffeur; an officer would lose
caste if he drove himself. Here we have
room for an investigation to be applied to
the military for the purpose of securing
more manlpower for the job of fighting and
for the job) of producing foodstuffs. The
Minister for Agriculture mentioned that
there were a few interned Chinese digging
potatoes, but that it had not yet been pos-
sible to get the interned Koepangers re-
leased. I hear that only portion of the
interned Chinese are employed as stated.
What has happened to the rest of them? I
have heard it whispered about the precincts
of Perth that these other Chinese are act-
ing as servants in officers' houses. Would
they not be doing better if they were dig-
-ing potatoes?

Mr. McDonald: T do not think the allega-
tion is correct.

Han. C. G. Latham : It is not so in the
Australian Army.

Air. RODOREDA :Something must have
happened to those other Chinese. Let a
North-West station owner with 14 or- 15
people to cook for comee down, here and askc
for one of those Chinese. Will he get one?
Not on your life!

Hon. C. C. Latham: I think that is pro-
hibited.

MNr. HODOREDA: It is prohibited, but it
goes onf. We ivant all those Chinese down
iii the country assisting in production. I
,object to their being employed as servants
instead of doing something useful for the
State. I want the Roepangers down here
to work, too. They would be glad to have
the work.

These are a few coniments into which the
Federal Goverrnment ight inquire. I do
uiot see why the old English Army* traditions
should hold here in Australia, especially
when we find ourselves in such a spot as
we are in now, and when every man's ser-
ves are vitally needed. I hope the motion

will go forward in its present forn, and that
,every' effort will be made to keep the matter
alive with the Federal Government. That
Government is the body wvhich should act-
not the military. It is uip to the Federal
(Gover-nment to do what is requiredl.

MR. MARSHALL (Ifurehison) [4.41:
1 did not intend to make a contribution to
this debate; but having listened to the mem-
ber for Brown Hillkivanhoc (Air. P. C. L.

Smith) and the memnber for North-East Fre-
mnantle (31r. Tonkin) I feel obliged to offer
at least some observations on the question.
Not that I am altogether enautioured of the
motion its aniended, because I do not think
it goes far enough. It is true that there are
in the Army men who could be utilised to
greater advantage outside the Army. Uf
this motion. as amended, is carried and
proves acceptable to the Federal Govern-
merit, action may- be taken to release some
of those tme,,. If the member for Browvn
lil-Ivnmhoe anti the member for North-

Ea4i Fremarntle had shown conclusively that
the serviees of aill the men whlo have been
absorbed into the Army were being utilised
to (lie fullest advantage for the defence of
this country, there might have been some-
thing if] the -ontern ions they advaniced. Msen
taken into the Array should be educated in
I he various aspects of defence, and the two
miemiblers I mentioned implied that effect was
given to that to the extent of 100 per cent.
Their argumnents were based solely onf that
prtnns,, namelyv, that the men had to be
trained a 11( that the obligation resting up ~on
the militarY authorities w-as to seure their
respec-tive q~uotas to 100 per cent. That wvns
to b~e (lone No that thle men would be full;'
trained and well equipped ready to fight
wlien the occasion arose.

With that contention we can agree, but
I suggest to those members thal. that is not
what is happening. Not one wemilier of
this Chamber wvill say that it is happening.
While the Army seeks to absorb the naxi-
Mun) lnnpover available, when the men are
.secured their services are not utilised to t hie
best possile advantage. A big percntage
Of nhern in khaki -are not being educated and
equipped for the active dcfene' of the
nation. Their admission to the Army will
ultimately work great injury to the Army
itself. I agree with the member for Roe-
boiirne (Mre. Rodoreda) in his contentions,
and the words of Napoleon should never be
foirotten when hie said that "an armyv fights

onf its stomach."
Toan. N. Keenan: No. marches en its

stomch.
The Minister for Mines: At any rate. not

too funny of the men march now.
Mr. MARSHALL: Modernnietbods of'

warfare haive overcome that phase. If the
Army's requirements for foodstuffs fall
shor-t, or the supply of necessary equipment
is too slow, then we have not an efficient
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Fighting Force, no matter how well trained
the men may be. So the issue involved
in the motion is equally as vital as the actual
creation of a Fighting Force. One member
stated that the problem involved represents
the prerogative and responsibility of the
Federal Government, but I remind him that
the war has been in progress for over two
years. During that time two or three dif-
ferent Covernments have wielded power in
the Federal arena, yet none has overcome
this particular difficulty. What are we to
do? Are wve to remain silent, content to
watch what is going- on* Are we to wit-
niess ultimately what was seen in England
recently? Not until the people of the
Motherland wert threatened with an almost
entire absence of vegetables for either the
Army or for civilians, did the authorities
mentioned by the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe realise what had been done. From
information r recently received fromt the
Old Land, it would appear that much
activity is displayed now in producing ne-
cessary foodstuffs in England. Members will
appreciate thme point I am making.

When the task was left solely to the Fede-
ral authorities they failed dismally effec-
tively to carry out the task. In the Mother-
land many mistakes were made before the
job was adequately tackled. I am inclined
to support the motion as amended although
it does not convey all I desire. We know
that the military authorities will do their
utmost to avoid their intentions or desires
being interfered with in any way, but the
time is coming when Parliament must have
a say-not with regard to the actual train-
ing of our men, irrespective of whether they
be in the Army, Navy or Air Force, nor
should we desire to participate in the con-
trol of the movement of any section of our
Armed Forces. Parliament must see to it
that when the public is asked to make sacri-
fices in order that the nation may put for-
ward its maximum war effort, those in
authority will also manifest within the orbit
of their respective functions a similar de-
sire to make sacrifices and a willingness to
maintain efficiency.

It will he of little avail for the military
authorities to rest tinder the delusion that
they can follow the old customs and tr-adi-
tions of the Imperial Army, and, as the
member for Roebourne mentioned, have ser-
vants at their beck and call so that they can
scarcely move without a coterie of atten-

dauit.. They need not think they can in-
dulge in such practices and enjoy a pleni-
tlldit of all they require, while at the same
time they ask the people to tighten their
belts and deprive themselves of necessary
foodstuffs and clothing. The people will not
tolvrate that.

T[here is too much hypocrisy about the
whole thing. I am of the opinion that, due
to the procedure under military control, it
is not possible to secure any reform from
within the Army, and nothing in that direc-
tion can be obtained until some person not
Subject to military control is vested with
sonme authority. In the Army no one mn-
dividual dlare complain or report a grievance
for fear Of victimisation or severity of treat-
nient. Under such conditions it is quite pos-
4ible for the higher officers to surround
themselves with all sorts of comforts and
conveniences, and none of the subordinates
who know the waste entailed in consequencqt
dare mention such abuses. Some authority
must he set up that will be able to say to
the military people, "You do unto others as
you would ex~pect to be done to you." I
icrree with the member who said

thatn there is much manpower in the
Army that could be MOre efficiently utilised,
sufficient, I venture to say, if properly used
outside the Army, to produce the required
foodstuffs and equipment efficiently and ex-
peditrously.

In the Army those men are doing prac-
tically valueless work, as in many instances
they are acting merely as servants or fiun-
keys. The old military traditions of years
gone by must be discarded. We cannot
allow our troops to go short of food. The
Federal Government has failed dismally to
control the position, as the member for
North-East Fremnantle (Mr. Tonkin) has
shown quite clearly. What is the result as
it affects this State? Again I poipt out that
we are far removed from the seat of the
Federal Government, the members of which
know little about our State. They do not
realise that what is suitable for States with
larger populations is impracticable when ap-
plied to Western Australia. Therefore, I
agree that something along the lines of this
motion is urgently required.

Recently it came to my knowledge
that the military authorities applied for
women to take up positions as cooks.
Exactly what section of the Army they
were to cook for I do not know, but
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[1 assnine (ie ve were not to cook for tho
nauk i;ad lilt. I atn told thit manny of these
appicantis, IleeiicctI cooks' were sent to
Muvblrlne to finlishi their tra-ining, and tiil.
litter 10 or 15 daysi there tihey wvould returni
to Western Australia to take np their dutties.
These rumours would iiever he spread im-

lethere w smiato trnlb Ii i them. HEre v
mnemblers. will note an extravagant use of
lalroir, whriile at the sanie l ime young women
whose fathers tire iii the ArmyI and ynrinig
wives whose hinbil tire also ini the Army,
ar, doinig the drudgeryl of herding. anld milk
uwg cows from inorning till night, and they
rme asked to dlo it heeimse AUSIAralia is iIi

dAnger And thecy are doing it! J think

those iii 1itlihori ty i I-lie Figl t jug Forces
sh1ould eC a4Sked1 to nmake simkilar sacrifices in
I le execulnimi of their duty.

Question, as amended, p)ut and passed.

ADJOURNMflNT-SPEQIAL.

THE PRZMIZR (flon. J. C. Wilieck-
Cieraldton) [4.58] 1 move-

'lInE thre Ionse at its rising adjourn to a
unato to lie fixed by Mir. Speaker.

Question pait and piae'.

I101n1sc u1djolnrr 14t 4159 2).
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